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YHY THIS BOCK IS WRITTEW

Cn Monday, May 27, 1953, Seguy, the secretary-general, and Frachon, the chairman, of ~
the C.G.T., who had just accepted the Grenelle agreements, were received by the
workers at Zenault-Billancourt with shouts of "Do not sign!"™, and this call was soon
echoed all over France by the millions of strikers who had been informed by the radio.
The strike was to spread further and to deepen; for several davs the bourgeois state
tottered on its foundations. This forced from the pen of the old worshipper of the
Christ of Gold, Prancois Mauriac, a cry from the heart of the whole capitalist class:
"I felt myself passionately on the side of the threatened state." It seemed tkat in
“rance the days of the rule of profit were numbered.

Five weexs later, on June 30, the ten million strikers had gone hacl to work The
elections produced the "un-matchable Chamber", the strongest majority which the party
of General De Gaulle ever won.

How was such a "miracle" possible? That is what ¥rancois De Fassot's book enables
to be unierstood. His analysis follows step by step =nd dav by day, even hour by
hour ~nd trade union by trade union, the unfolding of the greatest generzl strike in
history: it takes apart its mechanism and elucidates its internal logic, enabling
its lessons to be drawn.

At first glance, this book is in fact different from all the abundant literature de-
voted to what its authors call, according to their tendencies, the "iazy Movement" or
"The May SLvents", in this respect: it does not concentrate on the student movement
and the University, but it describes it well and shows what was its place in the
shole Gusiness. Towever, it is devoted ahove all tolwhat was effectively the essent-
ial, that is, tc the working class and then to the working masses, to the workers!
movement, its trade union and political organisations, its leadershir and its van-
guard. For the author, history has not become that of the intellectual critics

who struggle az=inst the "consumer society"; as it was for Marx, history is the
history of class struggles, of the struggle of the proletarist against capitelist ex-
ploitation. The working class is more than ever the subject of history, the only
force carable of providing a progressive solution to the present crisis of humanity.
It has, once more, demonstrated this strikingly and on an unprecedented scale in

May - June 1968. The struggles of the students find their full significance, and
the full implications of their struggles can be appreciated, nrecisely as an integral
rart of the strusgle of the exploited azains* their canitalist exploiters, arainst
the regime of vprivate vroperty in the means of production, sgainst the policy of re-
action all along the line, of takins back the past gains of the workers and of demo-

cracy, to which the bourgeoisie today must have recourse in order to maintain that
regime.

There is another characteristic of this book which cannot feil to strike the reader,
even when fore-warned. He or she cannot avoid being astonished to notice the ex-
tent to which the press and tke authors of books have misrepresented, distorted, dis-
cuised and f=ked the real unfolding of the events =nd, still more, the real rositions
of different currents, organisations and tendencies, =2nd hrve done so to = far grester
extent than was to be expected, thanks to starting from a wrong standpoint, ignorance,
incomprehension and, very often, pure and simnle had faith.
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titude of someone like Cohn-Bendit on May 10, the SlOEQSS AL LAE. "t S BT s in
the former Revolutionary Communist Youth and its Pablo-ite sourcef.of *2 Orhih; ﬁress“
every cnse Je !Massct's presentation is solidly suPported by QPOtnulOHS %rom -_réceqsl
leaflets, ddcuments of all kinds. lMost of the tlm? they repier}comT?n ary un-n di%_
ary and make his presentation ir-refutable. The picture which ne gives 13hvery1lth ]
forent and often the onrposite to what writers of the ristory of May - June have hither
to provided{

Haturally iznorance, stupidity ~nd deliberate lying have renche@ the?r nelghtiwhen‘the
problem was that of the real policies of the nroletarian revolutionaries, of those Com-
mimists who "have no intorests apart from trose of the working class as a whole", bgt .
"in the various prases of evolution through which the struggle between the proletarist
snd the boursesisie passes, they always advocate the interests of the moverment as a
whole", that is to Say, the Trotskyists of +he former 0.C.I., the Vangusrd militants of
the “Jorkers! Alliance, grouped round their Jjournal, "Informations Duvrieres" and the
young militants gathered round "levoltes" and the former PR The texts ard docu-
%enté the great majority of which the other writers have very largely ignored, reves]
cuite cleafly what really were their policies and their intervention, day by day.

* X %

Sefore May - June 1968, it was regarded among the revisionists and €svecially among the
disciples of Zrnest liandel, as good form, to explain that capitalisn had hecome "meo-
capitalism" and was in a position to resolve, or at any rate to attenuate, ity contra-
di&tions; that, under nec-capitalism, the rroductive forces were eXperiencing a new
vhase of impetuous growth, which was rermitting the essential demands of the masses to
%e satisfied; ang that, for trat reason, the working class in Europe and TSA had ceased
LOr many years to be revolutionary - therefore the "epicentre" of the revolution was
ituated for a whole period in the so-called backward countries. Those who preached
his thesis - Handel's version of the Mao-ist or Castr-ist "stornm zone" or of ¥, Fanon's
"proletarisn nations" - had nothins but irony for those Marxists who started from the
world unity of the class struggle, who demonstrated that, for the "rench vroletariat,
solidarity with the workers and peasants of Vietnam meant the struggle to overthrow cap-
italism in Prance, and that the programme or class—collaboration of the P.L.N. was 7
danger to the future of the Vietnamese revolution. Tre general strike of May - June,
in the course of which ten million workers mobilised against capitalism ang its state,
on the one hand, and the Paris negotiations on the other, momentarily silenced this

form of revisionism. 3ut revisionism remains only more lively under other forms, all
of which lead to denying to the world proletariat =nd sbhove 21l to the workers ip the
advanced countries of Europe and US4, their historic mission.

In the 1650's the petty bour,; »nis "rcvolutionaries" entrusted to the "remlin bureau—
cracy snd to its satellites, the Commumist Parties of Jestern Europe, the task of mobil-
ising tre worker-masses against capital. A little later, they were te discover the

New supreme saviours in Fidel Castro, in Ben Pella, even in Sekou Toure. "innlly, we '
have hagd the szectacle of Pierre Frank, who had only the day before signed the anpeal
for a thousand million francs for Vietnam alongside the Gaullist Capitan, proclaiming
the Sorbonne to be the first free territory of the Soviet Socialist Republic!  From
thet time onward, the students were promoted to the role of revolutionary leadership of
the working class; these "Marxists of a special kind" were going over br this road to
the anarchist theory of the different "powers" (student power in the University, peasant
power in the country and workers! power in the factory...) This conferred on them the
"advantage" of dropping what Marx set out as the ainm of the historic strugzle of the

working class, the overthrow of the bourgeois stste and the installation of the dictat-
orship of the proletariat.

The common denominator of all these forms of centrism, which may well try to cover it-
self with "left", "revolutionary" phrases is precisely that: it refuses to lay down the
the strategy and the tactic of the rroletariat in the struggle for power, This strat-
egy itself is Sunmarised in the struggle for the wity of the front of the working-
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inz clags, behind which the peasants, the small tradespeople, manarers and all the
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capital”. )
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This was vrecisely the verspective which opened up with the general strike in the stri-e
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committees and their federation angd centralisatiom in the national Strike vommittee,

It is not surprising that this slogan ran into ag much hostility from the centrists ax
from the reformist and Stalinist leaders of the trade union centres.

et

FPor the characteristic of the centrists is that they refuse to join hattle against the
buresucratic leadershins of +- W rarg! movensnt, despite 211 their daclamations
azainst "Stalinist Eibthm, To refuse to Jjoin the struggle for the United Front of the
voriters and their orgenisations, and to counterpose to it what is claimed to be unity at
the base, which simply makes an abstraction of the organisations which the working class
has built un through a century and a halse of struggles ang Sacrifices, Oorganisations by
way of which it has formed itself ag a class conscious of itself and or the struggle
which it wages against capital, and in which it necessarily assembles in order to ware
this struggle, 4o confuse these mass organisations with their buresucratic leaderships,
to shout "7he C.G.7. betrays!" ang to strike out with a noble gesture the unions and the
rolitical parties of the WwoTking class from the map of the class struggle - this TS, A
fact, to run away alike from the strugsle against the bureaucracies and from that against
the bourseois state. It means adanting oneself to the policies of the leading bureasy—
crats the louder one denounces them in words - it means distinguishing oneself from them
only as g photographic nezative differs from a positive - it means existing only as the
shadow cast by the apparatuses, instead of situating oneself from the point of view of
the overall historic interests of the proletariat,

(n the contrary, the rresent book necessarily concentrates on the relations between the
masses and the apparatuses which control them. It places at the heart of its analysis
the movement of the working class in tre general strike. It shows on each rage how the
struggle of the vanguard for the United Front is inseparable from its struggle against
the rolicy of the bureaucratic leaderships of the workers' movement.

* X x

The Second International, as a 1eadership of the working class in tre struzgle acninst
capital, revealsd its bankruptcy in August 1914, when each national leadership of social-
democracy united withr the bourgeoisie of its own country to defend the "fatherland" of
the imperislist gangsters, breaking the class unity of tre worlgd proletariat, If power-
ful social-democratic parties have survived to thisdy and organise in their ranks the
great majority of the working cl-ss in such countries ag Britain and West Germany, it is
simply thanks to the degeneration of the Stalinl'st parties.

The Communist International wss founded by Lenin ang Trotsky after the victory of the
Cetober Revolution, in order to meke up for the bankruptcy of the Second International

as the party of the world proletarian revolution. The reflux of the =roletarian revol -~
ution in Zurope after 1921 - 23, the isolation of the first workers' state in the Uss

on a material base much inferior to that of capitalism at the period, led to the degener-
ation of the 3oviet state, 2t the heart of which a conservative bureaucracy usurped power,
with its privileges bound ur with the maintenance of capitalism in the rest of the world
and above all in the advanced countries. This bureaucracy liguidated the Communist
International ang turned the Comminist Parties of the whole world into instruments for

mainteining its power in the USSR angd therefore for maintaining the bourgeois order in
wer%toftm:mﬂd.
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ity in asction which are necessary in the struggle rezuire in turn ?hat these 2ru?n1§
tioh ezulp themselves with cadres, a leadership and an apparatus which =t th? Leglnnlpg
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birth to them Lenin demonstrated how the formation in the srest inperialist countries
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of a workers' aristocracy which derived its income from the super-profits realised by the
monopolies thanks to exploiting the entire world, had led to the degeneration of the
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socinl-democratic apparatus and to its transformation from being the instrument of the
rroletariat for its emancipation into an spency of the enemy class within the very heq?t
of the worzers' movement. “rotsky and the Left Onposition =nalvsed haw the dexereration
the workers' state in the USSR led tc "the definite passing over of the Communist Inter-
national to the side of the bourgeois order", to the transformstion of the 1nternat10gal
pparatus created by the October Kevolution into an instrument of the counter-revolution-
ary bureaucracy of the Kremlin.
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De Massot demonstrates that the explanation of the "paradox" of the general strike of

May - June 1968 lies in analysis of the relations hetween the Trench working class and

the Stalinist apparatus of the Communist Party of <rance »nd in the development of those
relations. How could it come about that this latest moverent, which was considerably
wider and deeper that June 1936 or August 1953 in terms of the masses which it upraised,
could not result on the political level in something like the assemblv of the strike com—
mittees which was held in the Hotchkiss plant, June 9, 1934, or in the central strike
committee which was formed in Nantes in August 19532 In Jure 1936 the Communist Party

cf France was in the process of forming with the organising cadres of the working class
the links which were %o make it the principal party of the worters in “rance. Today,

the Stalinist apparatus which has controlled the majority of the “rench workers for nearly
the two last generations has ~acrmlated incomparsble exwerience in the art of undermining
tre greatest struggles of the woriiing class and of preserving the bhourgeois order.

But in the same period the relations between the apparatus and the cless have changed.

The class strugele is stronger that all the stratagems of the apparatuses. The toilers
and the organising cadres of the classs carry on their struggles through the mass organis-
ations, because they expect from them the realisation of their immediate and historic ex-
pectations. 'he renewed experience of the struggles over four decades have taught them
that every time these expectations are disappointed. The openly counter-revolutionary
policy of tihe Xremlin bureaucracy in the face of the rise of the nolitical revolution

in Eastern Zurope and the USSH itself - which thre occupation of Czechoslovakia was to
high-light two months after the apparatus had undermined the gereral strike in France -
and the open collaboration of loscow angd dashington against the Chinese revolution, fed
this crisis. It was the task of the vanguard to open a positive solution to this crisis
by making indissoluble links with the orgrnising cadres of the working class in the
struggle for the workers' United “ront. The thesis on which Trotsky based the programme
and the proclamation of the Fourth International in 1938: "The historical crisis of man-
kind is reduced to the crisis of the revolutionary leadership": today is immediately at
the centre of all the problems of the workers' movement,

* X ¥

The Second Jorld War wes not transformed into an international civil war, and world
cavitalism has the bureaucracy of the Kremlin to thank for that. it that time, thanks
te their authority over the masses, the Stalinist parties succeeded, especially in Trance
and in Italy, in holding back the working masses until the bourgeois state was back 2gain
in the ssaddle. None the less, the class struggle was to reveal itself stronger than the
counter-revolutionary Holy Alliance sealed at Yalta and Potsdam. American imperialism
put all its economic vower behind restoring the capitalist economy in “estern Hurope.
It was starved of outlets for its merchandise and its capital and opened up the Cold
iar, which cermpelled the huresacriecy to resort to a carefully controlled mobil-
isation and to eliminate the capitalist mode of production, which until that time had
been carefully preserved, in the countries which it controlled in Zastern Burope. Mean-
vhile the revolution was to undermine the programme of "co-existence", of the capitalist
status guo, which had heen worked out at Yalta, in China, which Stalin had promised to
Chiang Kai-Shek,
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I the parasitism vhich is normal to capitalism and to the creation of a growing mass of
loating capital seeking profitable investment. This is the origin o the monétary crisis
of tnday. is te the bureaucratic claim to he constructing "socinlism" is a series of
countries walled off from e:ch 2%ter. this must repidly end in a blind 2lley. Tre world
ity of the eless struggle was to re-assert itself powerfully, over all thé iron curteins
»nd all the power-blocs.
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'n June 17, 1553, the insurrection of the workers in Bast Berlin marked the beginning of

a ney Zurcpean revolutionary wave. Two months later this was to snread over France and

to launch the werkers into the general strike. Then it spread over the whole of Fastern.
surepe, culminating in ungarian revolution of the worlrers' councils in Tovember 195,

At trhe same time the French workers, the conscripts c=lled back into the army and the

younz soldiers, wzre mobilising to try to impose, ~grinst their own imperislism, 2 revolut-

inervy soluftion %o the war in Algeria, and to extend their hand to the Worth African work-

ers and veasants over the ruins of capitalism. “le ¥now how the Stalinist bureaucracy
manared to chloroform the worers of France, to divert and then to fragment the struggle

of the youth =z;ainst the "filthy war", while at the same time they supported imperis=lism
by voting for special powers to be given to the Mollet govermment, on iarch 13, 195¢.
The bureaucracy could then, six months later, drown in blood the second Hungarian republic
of workers' councils. The revolutionary wave ebbed. The way was clear for De Gaulle to
come to power in May 1958. For o decade the initiative passed into the hands of the
tourgeoisie. Zven in December 1967 the manifesto of the 0CI could write correctly:
"At the present time, imperiaslism has recovered the political initiative in the world
class struggle. The intervention of US imperialism in Vietnam goes so far as the ex-
termination of masses of Vietnamese workers and peassants, in order to prevent any new
exvansion of the revolution in Asia. It is the starting point for = counter-offens-
ive, the aim of which is to destroy the conguests of the Chinese revolution. /ith sup-
port from imperialism and from the Kremlin bureaucracy, the *national bourgecisies' of
the economically backward countries are undertaking a2 reactionary offensive against
+he masses of workers and peasants. Trom Indonesia to Cubs hy wayv of Africa, this
counter-revolutionary offensive is taking shape. In Indonesia and fAlgeria it t-kes
he form of military coups d'etat. In Cuba it reveals itself in the deeper and deerer
bureaucratisation of the regime, which is a prelude to the final strangling of the re-
velution. Tn the economically developed capitalist countries of Burope, the attempt to
destroy the worlers' movement is proceeding. Tn Greece, white terror has won. in
Trance, in Britsin, in Belgium =nd in Germany, the bourgeois state is trying to destroy
the organisational independence of the working class, particul-rly that of its trede
union organisations, and to deny to it all right to its own political expression. The
cressure of imperialism is crowing at the same time on the TSSR and the countries of
Sastern Surope, dislocating their economies. Tn the USSR =2s in the countries of Hhast-
ern Furope, the pro-bourgeois tendencies are strengthening and growing. They are per-
meating the whole economy and are expressing themselves openly within the State appar-
atus. At the some time, repression bears down on everyone who exnpresses a tendency to
the regeneration of socialist democracy.”

The same dccument, it is true, stresses the political perspective could be seen differently:

"De Gaulle may succeed in inflicting a new defeat of the workers on the ¥rench proletar-
iat end in destroying or poisoning its organisations. The entire European proletariat
risks being defeated. On the contrary, the ¥rench working class may reccver the iniat-
ive in the class struggle; thev may impose the realisation of the United Front on the
leaders of the traditional organisations of the working class and they may go into
struggle agzinst the bourgeois regime. Then the bourgeoisie of Western Europe and the
buresucracy in Zastern Europe and even in the USSR would stand on the hrink of the
abyss. The hour will strike for the construction of the only united Furope which
nistory places on its agenda, the Socialist United States of Burope, the Burope of work-
ers' councils, the sprin~s-board for the strugile for the orld “ocialist Tederation."
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union =and political orgrnisations and which resulted on April 27 in ‘re fall of De Gaulle,
less than a year after the seneral strike.
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It is not the place in this preface to go on to analyse this historic turn on the world
scale which nut the initiative back again into the hands of the working class. Such an
?nalysis will be found in io. 544 of "La Verite", appearing at the end of June 1969. The
fall of De Gaulle hnppened at the moment when "normalisation” was havine difficulty in malking
progress in Czechoslovakia and could not bhrealc the will to resist of the workers aﬁd the B
young people. At this time in greater and greater mumbers orkers and intellectuals, lire
the docker Yartchenko, the ex-general Grigorenko, the former kolkhos chairman Jalthimovitch,
were following Pavel Litvinov and Larissa Daniel in defying in the name of Lenin the bureau-
cratic repressicn in the USSR itself. At this moment also the social crisis was sharpenin:
in Italy and the worikers in Britain were rejecting the anti-trade union legislation of
Harold ilson and ‘orcing the British trade unions to oprose Wilson openly.

The -rorld bourgeoisie had to scrap its whole strategy. The aggravation of the contradict-
ions of capit~olist scciety, of which the monetary crisis is no more than the sharpest sym-
ptom and which threatens the cepitslist market with dislocation, obliges them still more than
previously =nd especially in France, to try to take back from the workers all their past
conjuests, to cut their living standards heavily, to reduce millions to unemployment or tc
beinz unable to use their skills and to destroy the organisations by which the workers form
themselves as a class. The heavy expenditure on the election campasigns cannot wholly
conceal the bourgeois forecasters of greater austerity and the sinister creakings of the
monetsry system. But Bonapartism in the style of De Gaulle, which meant realising these
aims by the "cold" road, received its death-blow in llay - June 1968. From that time on-
wards the bourgeoisie has kmown that it could realise its plans only by a bloody confront-

ation with the workers. It knows that it has to proceed to civil war. Tt the =11 of
Te Gaulle shook the State to its foundations. It was in vain that the spparatuses, follow-
ing April 27, hastenad to break the unity of front which the workers had realised. It w=s

inevitable that the workers would demand payment of the draft which history signed for them
on April 27, 1969, when it fell due. They were to take up the fight again where thev had
left it in May - June 1968, with a heig:tened awareness that the satisfaction of their de-
mands was inseparable from the struggle for political power, with a clearer understanding
of the role of the leading apparatuses and a strengthened determination not to let the ap-
paratuses close again the road to victory. On the centenary of the Paris Commune, the
Trench working class was to be well able to resume its place in the vanguard of the world
proletariat and to try once again to "storm the heavens" in conditions incomparably more
favourable to its success.

For the vanguard grouved round "Informations Ouvrieres" emerged strengthened from the
general strike; it has at each stage fed the deep movement of the class and given it a clear,
coherent perspective. It fought on February 5 for the double Fo! in the referendum - Xo!

to De Gaulle and No! to corporatism; it stressed that the seneral strike of March 11 could
not fail to have important consequences; it opened the compaign on the evening of April 27
for a single candidature of the workers' organisations. By doing so it formed strengthened
links in struggle with a growing number of militants and of workers' organisers.

On Fay 22 this vanguard broucht together 4,200 workers ard young people at the Mutualite
meetinz hall in Paris, under the banner of the struggle for these inseparable aims: the re-
alisation of the United Front of the workers, the destruction of the hourgeois state and
the establishment of the dictatorship of the proletariat, the construction of the revolut-
ionary party and the reconstruction of the Fourth International. The workers' vanruard
will enter the coming strugcles more numerous, more conscious of its aims and better im-
planted in the working class. Prancois De Massot's book will help it in its task.

D T
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"Our institutions will spply in political relati-
ons.  “herefore, we do not exmect to be para-
lysed by crises such as those from which we have
suffered so much in the past."

™

\Cniarles Te Gaulle, President of the Republic,
in his message for the New Year, 1968) -

The "events" in May - June 1968 still present mysteries to many of those who have comment—
ed on them. As sudden as lightning, a socisl cataclysm hit a tranguil society. The
reginning of the peace talks in Paris hetween the imerican sovernment and the represent-
atives of North Vietnam marked the highest diplomatic triumph of the regime. “ith the
onenins of the Common Yarket a few weaks avay, the promilgation of the decrees on employ—
ment, socisl securit - -nd corporate structure were not encountering any serious difficult-
ies.  F“rance, prosperous and asleep, was following the smooth road which a firm but con-
genial regime was opening before her.

To accept this picture would be the accept as good coin the false money of aprearances.
It would be to take as a faithful reflection of reality the comedy of greatness that was
being played on the diplomatic scene and the magisterial boredom of the ministerial

speeches.
A REGIME OF CRISIS

In fact, old French imperialism was engaged in & bitter, difficult strugzle to survive.

The French bourgecisie, in order to maintain its rule, had had to sacrifice Parliamentary
democracy and to entrust itself to the leadership of a "strong nower", un-accountable. Tre
installation of Gaullist Bonapartism in 1958 met in the first place an urgent need; to pre-
vent the inevitable liguidation of the French "empire", producing a crisis which the
Farliamentary system could not absorb, from leading to the bourgeois state itself being ¢call-
od into guestion. 3ut in the last analysis the mandate which the bourgeoisie entrusted

tc its "supreme saviour" went much further. The Fif'th Republic was to be the regime under
which the political and social conditions to permit the French bourgeoisie to hold its
position relative to its more powerful imperinlist rivals %o be forged.

In other words, in order thst French industry could become competitive, it was necessary
to take back from the working class the positions and the rights which it had won and to
secure the conditions for its super-exploitstion. Pelitically, this meant the end of the
period of collaboration with the workers' apparatuses, as it had been practiced within the
framework of the Parliamentary regime since 1945. “he concessions which that system of
bourgeois rule made necessary imposed general cosis upon them which were incompatible with
trhe needs of Trench imperialism. It was necessary once and for all toc finish with the
workers' organised movemant.

The necessity of imposing by force on a whole fraction of the bourgeoisie a policy conform-
ing with the general interests of French imperislism delayed the accomplishment of this
task. Ir order to carry through its Algerian policy, Bonapartism had to lean "to the
left", on tre apparatuses whiclk control the working class. Consequently it could not at-
tack the organisations of the working class and very specifically its tresde unions.

Thanks to the policies of their lsaderships the workers' ors-nisations were utilised as
auxiliaries of the Bonapartist regime. However, at the same time, they constituted a
framework within ~vhich the combattivity and the consciousness of the worlZing class develop-
ed; this was the result of their place in the class strugsle and of the fact that they
formed the elementary organisation for defending workers arainst exploitation.

That combattivity and consciousness were revealed in the powerful miners' strike in 1963.
Jhen Bonspartism wanted to turn arainst the working class, it ran into determined resist-
ance, which obliged it to beat a precipitate retreat. "he General-President had hastily
to put back into his pocket the calling-up order which the miners had reduced to the status
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of a ridiculous scrap of paper by continuing their strike.

e bursaucrstic apparatuses had no intention whatever of calling into qu=stion the Zaull-
ist regime, snd wers able to isolate the =iners' strike. Sy themselves, the miners conld

satisfzetion of their principal demands. Tut while the resulis in terms of

i were for this reason minimal, the politicsl results on the contrary were of
| The strike of the miners marked a turning noint in the development of

trugsle in France.

| FBEARTNG THE CONTROMNTATION

N L. %
In the February 1965 issue of "La Verite", R. Clement wrote:

M,

Je Gaulle suffered a stinging defeat in the first battle with the wor<ing c¢lass. The
proletariat showed that it was still standing uprizht and that sooner or later it would
have to be confronted if the plans of capital were to be fulfilled."

Cver and above all the Farliamentary manoeuvring and the elactoral interludes, this was
the reality which dominated French political life.

4 s

Je canmot retrace here the five years' class struggle which led to May 1968. But we can
draw ocut its essentials.

he regime was vreparing for confrontation, for the attack on the working class. System-
ically, through its entire economic policy expounded in the Fifth Plan, in the Fouchet

orms and in the ordinsnces of 1077, it prepared to realise +the aims for which it had
come into existence and which had been defined in the Rueff-Armand Plan of 195G6:

"to hase the competitiveness of the French economy on solid foundations"
by the formation of:
"a small number of enterprises or groups on international stature™.

Patiently, step by step, the regime encircled and hemmed in thre organised workers' moverent.
Trhrough the Commissions of the Plen, the CODER tec., it put in place the means to integrate
the trade union organisations into the hourgeois state apparatus, to transform them from
indenendent orgsnisations into gear-wheels of the state machine.

This process of "gnawing" was accorplished with the comnlicity of the bureaucrats: %he
"classical" conditions of class collaboration disappeared; “rench capitnslism could no lons-
er a;jree to new concessions in return for the loysl services of the huresucratic
es. fn the contrary, it had to take back the concessions it had made in the vast. The
logic of class collaboration, of refusal to hresk with the hourgeois state and to afiirm
the rolitical independence of the working class today means the pure and simple liguidaticn
of the workers' organisations. This was the road which these leaders took.

=

apnaratus-

However, the regime did no+% attack on that front alone. At the same time it hit at the
working class in its conditions of life and work, and organised unemployment. As iis
economic policy developed, so its direct =zttack on the working class became clearer;

its concentrated onslaught on the working class was being prepared. Let us again guote
the article by Clement on this subject:

"It would also be necessary to take into account many other features in order to set s
complete picture: the re-organisation of the army, which created, by the side of the
striking force, a2 mobile force for long-range intervention (parachutists and light
armoured cars) which periodically roamed around Niger and Gabon, but the openly count-
er-revolutionary purpose of which was not in doubt, ss well as a force for operational
defence of territory conceived directly for systematic policing of the country: the re-
inforcement of the police apparatus, the CRS, the city pclice-forces and the mobile
guard... the re-organisation of the prefectorial apporatus... the re-org=nisation of
fhe Ministry of the Interior; the virtually total suppression of the independence of
magistrates; reform of the procedures of investigation (introducing seurecy); extension
of the permitted period of detention without trial. To be sure, Borapartism kept up
all the day-to-day appearances of normal democratic life, but in reality there is
practicelly no area of public or individual liberties which has not heen gravely im—

paired in the most recent period..."

In the face of this offensive developing “rom ever side, the working class resisted, de-
P . £ s
spite the policies of its leaderships. ts resistance wrs expressed in the sspiration o



struresle "all together", ch resulted in the day-long senernl strike of Decenmber 11,
lc”!fi, in the ’,_”.“‘.I‘ti".j atrikes in which exireme Com'ﬁnt‘.'ivit, a8 shown and in the utilisation
kv tre workers of 'alibi sctivities" which the =pporatuses wore forced to organ-

ituation there is marked the opposition bheiween the bureaucrstic leaders ships of
movement and the militants who continue o recresent these leaderships within the
wut ko intend toc remain loyal to their class ard to its interests.

U}

anrusrd by its intervention was to try to form new links with this 1
orm the decisive elements of the orgrnisation of the cless, =s well a8
';~tér1 in the class strugsle whom these stragrles reveal.

4
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r"111‘tf>f1“_., who

with the voung
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fe Trotsvyist militants srouped round "La Verite", who then formed the Oreanisation Communi
ta Intermationaliste, which was dissclved by the goverrrment on June 12, 1963, did not

sse to uage the battle for the Workers' United Front and in the course of this strurle,
;orked to resroup the vanguard which was consciously waging this fight in the workpl~ces
?“ﬂ in ‘the unions. Along with the OCI, these worked forged the means for a centralised,
ctive re:roupment, narticularly in taking the initiative to publish "Informations Cuvrieres"
as "the Trec tribune of the class struggle"

FR

owever the preceding summary remarks would remain too general to serve as a preface to
f ¢ analysis of the general strike of May - June 1968, if one did not give its internation-
a1 dimension to the crisis of French imperialism and if one did not review with greater
precision the veriod which directly prepared for the masses to come on the scene in Fay ~
June 1%6a.

e

HE INTERNATIONAL UNITY OF
THE CLASS STRUGGLE

Trencih imperialism in its decline was fighting desperately to maintain its positions in
the face of its more powerful imperialist rivals. Rut this strugegle was developing in
the period of the decay and generalised decadence of imperialism.

Varxists do not resard the international situation as forming a simple framework or an "ex-
tarnal" {actor mechanicslly determining the speed of events in a given country. e
prolitical =rd social crisis in France was at one and the same time a product - a specific
expression - and a component of the internationsl crisis of imperizlism, a crisis the unity
of which flows from thw international character of the class struggle.

Taking back from the working class the concessions which had had to be conceded, and de-
stroying its positions and its rights, were reguirements not confined to the ™rench
hourgeoisie. Imperialism had set this objective hefore itself on the scale of the entire
world, be-ause the objective was a condition of its survival. It was on the world scale
ttat this implecable reality sharpened the intensity of the class struggle and mobilised
millions and millions of people in the struggle for the s-~cinlist transformation of
society.

This accentuation of the class struggle undermines the basis of reformism on the internat-

ion=1 scsle and renders untenable the position of the Russian bureaucracy, the power of
which depends on a "status quo" which is being called into question: the extension of the
prcletarian revolution threatens its rule directly and obliges it to link itself more nnd
more closely to imperialism: imperialism pursues its own ends through its collaboration
wi*h the bureaucracy, and these ends are the re-establishment of cepitalism throughout tne
entire world.

In this way the crisis of the bureaucracy is linked with that of imperialism and opens the
way to a modification of the relations within the international workers' movement, shaking
the very foundations of the rule of Stalinism in the decisive sectors of that movement.

This was the perspective within which the struggle in France for the organised revolution-
ary vanguard was designed. "he Manifesto of the Organisation Comruniste International-
iste said:
"41ready in Tance the bourgeoisie is undertaking to make the workers pay for the
rationalisation of its productive apparatus, in order to try to stand up to competition

in the world market. "he bourgecisie threatens the workers in their health and their
very lives, in their rirht tc medical treatment and medicines. Already in the para-



dise of capital, in 34, 2 quarter of the population, men, women and children, citizens

of the 'other 4merica' are definitively rejected from the "society of abundance'. They
will never find their place in it again. hey lead a precarious life with notting te ‘
live on but the relief which the capitalist state pays them out of fear that they may re-
volt. 'In order to be zble to exploit a class', wrote Marx and ungels a hundred and
twenty years azo, 'it is necessary to ensure that it has conditions in which it can at
least exist as slaves... The bourgeoisie is incapable of ruling because it cannot assure

ot

to its =slave means o exist even within the framewerk of his slsvery, because it is
obliged to let him sinkt %~ « zowdition in which it has to feed him rather thsn being fed
by him. Society can no longer live under the bourgeoisie; in other words, the existence
of tre hour-eoisie is no longzer compatible with society’. This prediction is being ful-
filled at this moment before our eyes on s gigantic scale. Tt is only by recklessly in-
creasing the armaments industry - the forces of destruction - that *the hourgeoisie c~n
manaze to prevent the productive forces from brealding open the strait-jac'ret of nrivate
property in the means of production -nd exchange and of the frontiers of the national
state, which paralyse their erowth. Mearly a thousand milliards of gold francs are ah-
scrha?! every year in production for war - a thousand times what the struggle against
cancer abosrhs. Hearly the whole of scientific research is devoted to production for
war. e war of extermination which American imperialism is waging in Vietnam shows
the whole of humanity the future which awaits it. *7e shall bomb them hack into the
Stone Age' scrermed an American general. From Hitler's gas chambers tc the massacres
in Vietnam, capitalism remnins true to itself. Prom now on it has no perspective to

of fer to its slaves but decadence or death — decadence first and death after. In the
arsenals of thermonuclear war, there are more than a hundred times enoush to destroy all
life on the planet. ' ithout a socialist revolution, in the next historical period at
that, =a catasirophe threatens the whole culture of mankind.' wrote Trotsky in 1938 in
the programme of the Fourth International. Today this catastrophe casts its profile
on the horizon. The nightmare of a2 whole planet reduced to nothing but a radio-active
desert, on which will float at the will of the winds the ashes of four thousand million
years of evolution of life, of two million years of the progress of the human race and
of = century and a half of struggles to free the oppressed and exploited masses — this
nightmare mercilessly haunts the conscience of humanity.

it the same time, the army of the socialist revolution - the exploited and oppressed
mssses — 4o not cease to battle against capital and its agents a® one or another point

on the surface of the earth. They have brought down capitalism on a third of the
planet. In France itself, in the course of the last historic period, the workers have
threc times, in 1936, in 1944 and in 1953 mobilised class against class and joined hattle
for power. Azain in 1963 the miners tried to draw the whole working class into united,
genera=l action, to which at every new opportunity the workers do not cease to seek tie
road. In 7'3A the risings of the blacks, which in many cases draw into their ranks work-
ers belonging to other minorities and even whites, are only the struggles of the advance-
guard of a gigantic class war. In Vietnam the revolutionary heroism of the werkers and
the peasants obliges Yall Street to go on investing fresh forces, and helps a political
and social crisis to ripen in USA. Tn China the workers, with the youth organised in
+he Red Ouards, mobilise en masse against the threat of capitelist restoration."

MORE AND MORE PROBLEMS
DEMANDING SOLUTION

To read the declarations which followed the legislative elections in March 1967, everyone
was pleased: the leaders of the French Communist Party, of the S.7.I.0. and the bourgeois
politicians of the F.G.D.S., because they 21l had more deputies, and the Gaullists because
the narrow majority which they had in the Parliament was enough for the Parliament to serve
the regime or, if the occasion arose, to be ligquidated.

But the problems were accumulating behind the electoral facade... The fateful date for the
ovening of the Common Market was approaching, while it was clear that the Bonapartist regime
had hardly begun to realise the indispensahble economic =nd social measures that it had an-
nounced and that its delay promised catastrophic effects. Now it had to proceed by forced
marches. Problems also were piling up for the working class, which was making the cruel
exverience of the results of the "sogial" policy of the regime, while it became aware every

day of the ineffectivencss of the orientation which the leaders of the workers' movement
advised.
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Desypite coherent efforts which the lonanartist rcrime ha len, it wnas far from havine
adapted the “rench wroductive apparatus to the necessities world market. Concentr-

i £
etion, rationalisation, sn investment nolicy, tnx reliefs, all this did not vrevent — +o
give one exsmple bu? one which has significant value - thst out of the firstlone hundred
firms in the world, only three were French. In its efforts at "reform" the sovernment
ran into limits set by the very conditions of capitslist domination in “rance.  Historice—
ally formed as a class of "small proprietors", interested in living from investments and
xeeping down the poﬁulation, the "rench bourgeocisie could not at one stroke adapt itself to
the requirements of | the situation which it faced. “he "bresks-through" which certain van-

KinEE

guard branches of industry effected, and the concentration in these outstandine industries,
could not do away with the fact that Trance was still the country with 8C0,000 private enter-
prises. If they displaced these layers too brutally, they would tear the very web of
capitalist domination in France; the power of big capital had to accommodate itself for some
time to come to the existence of "non-profitable", parasitic sectors. That mede the
settlement of accounts with the working class all *the more urgent; the existence of a work-
ers' movement independent of the state, a framework for organising and mobilising the work-
ers, remairied an objective obstacle to a sharp reduction in the share of wazes in "selling
prices"...

International conditions were even more insistent that the French bourgeocisie had to act.
The dislocation of the international monetary system, the expression of the aggravetion of
the internstional class struggle, signified that the "struggle for existence" on the inter-
nation=l market would be even tougher. None the less, the indices all show that the “rench
bourgeoisie tackled this decisive turn only reluctantly. Industrial production was genci
ally stagnating and exports were relatively falling.

Therefore, the offensive agsinst the working class was organised, was widening and was
speeding up.

1867 wes to be a year marked by numerous concentrztions. In zeronautics, Papon, a former
police prefect, became president of Sud-Aviation, which took over part of the activities of
Nord-avistion. A few months later, Breguet and Dassaut were to fuse. Tlegroupments and
fusions were to dominate the development of the banking sector - where the Bangue national
de Paris was to be formed out of the B.N.C.I. and the C.H.Z.P. In elect mics, Thomson-
Houston aksorbed the C.S5.F. In heavy industry, Babcock-Wilcox, Les Chantiers de 1'Atlant-
igue, ¥ives-Lille and Cail grouped part of their activities. In December, De iendel,

Union Siderurgique Lorraine and the Societe mosellaine de metallurgie resrouped to form
Jfendel-Sidor, which controls most of the metal-working in Lorraine.

- LD
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This meant aggravation of working conditions, loss of skilled jobhs, the threat to employment
and the growth of unemployment. If there is one chapter in which the zims of the Fifth
Flan went shead, it is, moreover, unemployment; they got near to the 60C,000 unemployed that
they had forecast, because they reached 500,000, of whom the majority were young. In one
vear, accerding to the official figures, the number of unemployed aged hetween 18 and 24
rose bv 64%,

2ut the bourgeoisie could not be contented with allowing the consequences of their economic
orientation to act spontaneously. The full political implications of the offensive which
was waged at rising speed against the working class was to reveal itself in the decrees
abtout employment, rights tc benefit, Social Security and the adaptation of firms to the
Common Market.

THE ORDINANCES

dithin the framework of the Bonapartist regime, Parliament is not the place where the pro-
blems of the bourgeoisie are discussed. Parliament is no more than an instrument of the
government. Its secondary role was made clear hardly a month after the Parliament had
begun to meet: on April 26 the Council of Ministers decided to demand from the Parliament
the autherity to settle the bulk of the economic and social problems by decree, up to
October 31. "n Vay 20, the Assembly fulfilled its role and stripped itself of 211 its
rights 4. consider the internal volicies of the goverment.

Iy

Barlier, on May 17, the workers had responded to the c¢all of their trade union organisations,
stopped work en masse and demonstrated in defence of their rights. The success of the
movement expressed the will of the workers to struggle, but the leaderships of the workers'
movement wanted May 17 tc be a one-day event, a symbolic protest. They diverted the move-
ment in the direction of ineffective petitions addressed to the Gaullist deputies; they




wore dowm ond dissinated the werkers' combattivity in diseourngine isclated ascti

There wns tant which the working class and the youth

pose in I united strig-le of the worvers mohilising -~y

Jovernment gile 2nd hlocking the devalonment of
w1, t ranisation Comministe

There was an interval during which the government h it proceeded to
action.  Surmer 1967 saw the appearance of the different decrees. Ther formed a consist-

package of anti-working class measures:

“n Zmployment: they aimed, not at re-absorbing the unemployed, but at utilising the sitn-
ation cre=ved by ihe rise in unemployment %o meet the nesds of capitslis® vrofits.

ention of the Hational Amployment Agency wes
te expens w28 created an orgnnisation which can he compared to !
apencies like "Tanpower", with tre ambhition of controlling 30 - 357% of the national wori—
force. e problém was to handle a mass of workers who had lost their trades, who could he
mercilessly exploited and moved ahout from one end of the country to the other =cco
the needs of profit without guaruntees.

]
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n 3ocial Security: the problem wrs to dismantle a conguest of the working class. The
decisive ohject wes to take back from the workers and to re-integrate in the circulation of
profit the defered pay which really belonged to the workers and which the Social Security
funds represented. To achieve this, the institution of Social Security itself had to he
troken up; all contrcl by the worlters over the funds which belong to them had to he taken
away, and the health of hundreds of thousands of workers had to be threatened by incrcased
contributions, restriction of risks covered and cuts in stste support.

&

On Jorkers' Involvement: the actual wording of the introduction to the ordinance on workers'
invelvement defined its content: "The workers must be made to participate in the exvnansion
of the firms and they must be directly interested in it, 211 the more becsuse the Fifth
Flan rightly maires economic growth dependent on a rise in investment princinslly due to
self-financing”. 7e can see that the juestion here is by no mesns one of sinple decept-
ion, as the leaders of the workers' movement have asserted. The cuestion is TO ANE THE
CEWEBRS PARTICTPATE IN THEIR OWN SUPER-EXFPLOITATION. The problem is to tie the trade

union orgenisations to the realisation of the production targets of the firm, to make the
trade uwnion representative an agent of thre management, to transform the trade union organis-
atione from being the means of expressing the workers' demands into gear-wheels of the
employers and the state. Here we are dealing with an important step towards integrating

the unions into the state.

On_the Adaptation of the firms to the Common Market: This ordinance settled a whole series
of measures, and, in particular, tax reliefs for firms which modernise, showing that the
taxpayers in general - that is, in the first place, the workers - carry the expenses of the
development of the great capitalist enterprises, As P. Bauchard wrate in "L'Annee dans le
Monde":"the great mass of the industrialists represented in the C.N.P.F. welcome the last

series of ordinances in particular about re-organisation and improvement of the structures
of French industry". '

After the ordinances were made public, the attack on the working class was stepped up. In
the closing months of 1967, no day passed without news of the closure of factories, about
"recycling" and about sackings.

THE WORKING CLASS REACTS

But, the working class does not submit without reacting. From the beginning of 1967 there
broxe out strike movements, which were real battles and the stages in the mobhilisation of
the class as a whole. In February, there was the strike a* Dassault in Bordegux, in March

and April, there were the strike in Rhodiaceta at Lyon and at Besancon and the strike of
the monthly-paid workers at Saint-Nazaire.

After the demonstration of May 17 - the effectiveness of that mobilisation against the
special powers as due to the efforts of the militants - the bureaucratic leaderships devoted
themselves to breaking the movement up by calling calling out different layers sevarately, .
while at the same time they they kept up on the national scale all their collaboration



Dowmn with the Special Powers!

dJefend lorkers' and Democratic Liberties!
Against the Uestruction of Young People!
For Cuarunteed Jobs and Skills!

Defend the Buying Power of Cur oney!

]

The workers' organisations and trade unions — and in the first,
the €8.T.; CiBeTe = P.0. and P.E.N.~ miist call in unity for

500,200 WOR'ERS 47D YOUTH TQ DEMONSTRATZ-TV FRONT OF THE

TTATTONAL ASSTHMBLY

&11 working women, all working men in *Tance
to demonstrate in front of the prefectures

on the day when Pompidou proposes his draft law

Jorldng women, working men and young people!
dorker militants of every tendency!

The Special Powers, which the government wants to take,
lead straight to the situation which exists teday in
Greece.

The Creek bourgeoisie could not impose its class .
rule on the working masses. That is why it put
the generals and the king in charge of destroy-
ing the system of Parliament by 2 coup d'etat.
Thousands 2nd thousands of workers and militants
are being sent to prison or to the camps.

THE LESSON MUST BZ UNDERSTOCD

If the workers, the militants and their organisations
do not unite to react quickly and forcefully, the
Gaullist regime, which was born out of violence in
1958, will impose by force the anti-working class pro-
posals in the Pifth Plan.

THEZ THRZAT IS CLEAR AND DIMMEDIATE
THERE IS NOT MUCH TIME

The deputies of the French Communist Party and of the #.G.D.S.
have put down a censure motion in the Parlisment against the
special powers.

The workers are ready to support this legitinate action.
EUT ONE THING IS CLEAR

No one can doubt that, if the workers are not mobilised,
there will be a majority in the National Assembly in
favour of the special powers.

nly the powerful, united, general demonstration of the
workers, demonstrating the same day as Pompidou presents
his draft lsw, in the Paris Region, in frent of the
Parliament building and in the provinces in front of the
prefectures

CAN ENSURE THAT THE CENSURE 1MOTTIQN WINS

Militant workers of a11 tendencies, vou want to strugele
as disciplined, organised fighters, in defence of the in-
terests of the working class and of liberties. A very
heavy responsibility rests on your shoulders, that of
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imposirg united resistance, that of organising unity
committees to organise the workers' demonstration.

"he militant workers of all tendencies who, since Anril 15,
have understood the dangers hanging over the workers and
their orgsnisations, toock the initistive in strugzling for
the workers' orgenisations' central leaderships to organise.

l THE NATICONAL UNITY CONFERENCE

t
tq guaruntee employment, to defend purchasing power, to op-
pose skilled workers being degraded =nd to defend liberties
cAlls on workers and militsnts to come together =nd orgsnise

FOR A DEMONSTRATION OF 500,000 WORKIMC MEN AND “OMEN,
I ZRCNT OF TIIZ NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

FOR ALL THE WORKING WOMEN, ALL THE JORYING IMEN IN
“RANCE TO DEMONSTRATE IN FRONT OF THE PHEFECTURES

May 1, 1967
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with the regime, by participating in the structures ¢f the ®ifth Plan and in the management
comnittees of the Social Security funds, the Jjob of which was then to liguidate Social Sec-
urity. .

After work was resumed, the workers' resistance expressed itself again. It did so by move-
ments like that at Rhodiaceta-Lyon, which brought the workers into opposition to steps by
the employers' which meant losing their Jjob-security and every guaruntee of earnings. The
bureaucrats were to lead this movement into a blind alley by refusing to mobilise the work-
ers in the Lyon region, and 87 people lost their jobs as a result. It did so by demonstr-
ations like that at Le Mans, which "Informations Ouvrieres" described as follows:

"On October 2, Le Mans had been the scene of the powerful demonstration by peasants,
which expressed the tragic state into  which the needs of capitalism were driving the
peasants. On October 10, the workers in Le Mans demonstrated against the ordinances
and the police brutally charged the demonstration... The workers' will to struggle -
forced the trade union leaderships to organise snother day of action. A central demon-
stration was planned for October 26. But the Prefect's office prohibited any demon-
stration and specifically said that "o parade would be tolerated'.

The freedom to demonstrate, one of the most elementary democratic freedoms and one of

the most necessary to the working class, was called into question. The workers in Le
Mans knew how to defend it. 15,000 workers imposed the right to demonstrate, despite
the attacks of the mobile guards and of the C.R.S. In the face of a considerable

police presence and of armoured vehicles, they marched on the Prefect's office... In
doing this, they were doing more than fighting a local battle: they showed that the work-
ing class did not intend to submit and they showed what was really at stake in the
struggle”.

Le Mans was not an isolated instance. Quimper, Mulhouse, Cholet, later Redon and above all,
Caen were to declare that the determination of the workers not to accept poverty and decline,
and to defend their rights and conquests, would not be undermined without a fight, that they
would answer the provocations of the state and the employers by the methods of the class
struggle, by strikes and demonstrations.

This is how the confrontation which broke out in May 1968 was prepared. The workers - and
in their front rank the youth, who were directly affected by unemployment - did not accept
what was being done to them. The special role of the young generations was expressed in
particular among the students - the great majority of whom were threatened by the "ouchet
Plan, which was adapting higher education to the needs of French capitalism for skilled
manpower - who gathered in a while series of demonstrations in the university centres and

who demonstrated in Peris on November 9. It was also expressed by the place in the vanguard
which the youth, workers and students, held at Caen in the bitter battles which developed
there, in which thousands of workers stood up to the efforts of the employers and the
government to break the strikes by force. -

The workers at Caen were isolated and had to retreat, because considerable repressive

forces could be concentrated against them and, especially, because isolation brevented their
movement from having a perspective.  Repression ceme down on them. Militants were jailed,
others were prosecuted for "obstructing freedom to work", ang many lost their jobs. But

the workers st Caen had shown that the working class, that the youth, would not vield and
that when united they could find the road to struggle.

In +the light of the general strike of May - June 1968, the battle which the workers of Caen
put up =appears as the battle of 2 vanguard as well as one of the elements which drew the
whole working class into action. The strike, which began at Saviem, progressively won all
?he plants in the region. The state then intervened, under tre naked fo;m of its repreés—
ive forces, to force the wor<ers to bend, denying them their right to strike in the name of
"freedom to work", refusing them by force their right to demonstrate. The workers and the
youth did not give way; confrontation and g rise in police brutality fcllowed.

A correspondent for "Informations Ouvrieres" described the strugele which developed:

(=1

"/hile the wo?kerg could not impose strike committees on the trade union leaders, they did
tox to organise in the course of the demonstration of January 26 to resist the forces of

Trepression, despite the appeals of the bureaucrats to be "dignifieq". The young workers
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the unerrloyed =nd the students plaved the leading role. The militants in general - =3
) > ed ~nd th den yec )
especially those of the French Communist Party, were defeated.

Yes! It was only a beginning!
THE ORCANISED VANGUARD INTERVENES

Throughout this period, in which the conditions were ripening for the formidable movemfnt of
May - June, the intervention of the revolutionaries, of the organised vanguard, was a fector
in the ripening.

On June 24, 1967, 1.100 worker militants csme together on the occasiog of a m?etlng to @15-
cuss the National Conference for unity of action. We had here the first national meetlng
of the fighting force, forged in the class struggle itself, selected through.stubborn activ-
ities, tireless, to plan how to bring about the conditions for a general resistance to the
plans of the employers and the government.

These militants from 211 the trade union organisations and all the tendencies, represen?ed
the most vital sectors of the working class and a real experience of struggle and organis-
ation: they adopted a resolution which ended as follows:

"We, militant workers from every tendency, and young people, decide today to {orm in every
branch of industry, in the workplaces and the professions and locally, into Comm1?tees
of Workers' Alliance'. We solemnly declare that it is not our intention to substitute
ourselves for the organisations, and especially for the trade union centres, for the re-
alisation of unity of action, a task which naturally falls upon the trade unions.

The COMITTEES OF WORKERS' ALLIANCE undertake to struggle in all circumstances for the
United front, class against class, to become the instrument for the mobilisation and

the resistance of the workers to exploitation.

The militants will struggle to obtain this objective by the method of conferences for
united action being called in every branch of industry, in the work=places and in and
between professions, for the formation of inter-union and inter-professional committees

to resist the special powers, with the object of ending with a National Conference for
Unity of Action."

The consistent line which dominated the whole orientation of the revolutionaries was that
of brining into existence the workers united front: class against class.

The need for the United Front rested on the deepest realities of the position in society
of the working class, on the reality shared by all workers of capitalist exploitation, on
the inevitable resistance which =11 workers, every layer, every category of the working
class are obliged to oppose to capitalist exploitation. It is from the very place of the

working class in production and in the socisal relations which define capitalist society that
the aspiration for workers' unity arises.

But the toiling people form themselves as a class through the organisations which they have
built in the struggle against exploitation. These organisations are their means of coming
together against the class enemy. Thanks to their objective place in the struggle - that
is, independently of the policy of those who may lead them at any given moment - these
organisations represent positions of the working class is its never-ending struggle against

exploitation. The workers' United Front cannot be realised except through the class organ-
isations of the proletariat.

Eut the United Front would be a hollow slogan - and not a strategy for rallying and unify-
ing the whole class - if it were not conceived as a battle, a battle against everything

that opposes the class unity, everything that divides it and, first of all, its political
subordination to the bourgeoisie. .

Consistent_struggie for the United Front, therefore, implies a battle against the autocratic,
bureaucratic leadership which today rule the organisations that belong only to the workers,
a battle against the policy of class collaboration, to ensure the means of realising the

unity of the workers and Tight from the start to ensure the total application of workers'
democracy.

The political independence of the working class, workers' democracy and workers' unity are
inseparable terms which are spelt out in the strategy of the United Front. The defence of
such an orientation as that calls for en organised, fighting force to be got together, in
which alone can be posed all the political problems of the class struggle.
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Efforts to bring together the manual and intellectual youth, who were most severely hit by
the plans of big business, were naturally an essential part of the struggle for the United
Front. On June 24, 1967, 1,000 young militants met on the initiative of the journal "Re-
voltes" and opened the perspective of a central demonstration of youth against destruction
and poverty. On this perspective, the young revolutionaries were the organisers of effect—
ive struggles in several sectors and especially among students, where the Liaison Committee
of XZevolutionary Students was in the vanguard of the student demonstrations which throughout
the first term in 'each university city received the visit of the Minister of National Educ-
ation. '

After the battles ht Caen had emphasised the place of the youth in the general struggles of
the class, the young militants round Revoltes issued a call for the central demonstration
and for 3,500 young people to gather in Paris, representing the experiences of the battle
for the central demonstration.

(For the text of their appeal, see page 9a).

At the same time, in every sector of the workers' movement, on the basis of the resistance
of the workers to the ordinances and of the workers' will to find the means toc strike an ef-
fective blow ggainst the offensive of the employers and the government, the effort to organ-
ise the vanguard was going ahead.

The organised vanguard gathered round itself militants who did not want to agree to he the
organisers of defeat. It pointed the way to an effective reply and used the example of
the Social Security to impose the realisation of the United ¥ront to organise a central de-
monstration of wage-earners. It exposed, in the Paris Transport system for example, the
trap of the separate sectional strikes.

The Co-ordinating Committee of the Paris Region, which brought together militants from Paris
Transport, Social Security and students and which postal workers and student teachers join-
ed, was formed on the basis of this general activity and of the reality of the intervention
of an organised vanguard in episodes which were the prelude to gligantic confrontations.

On May 1, this committee organised a meeting of workers which brought together over a thous-
and people are issued the following appeal:

"Having met in the Lancry Hall on May 1, in response to the call of the Co-ordinating
Committee of workers and office staffs of Paris Transport, Social Security, postal
workers, student teachers, students and Health Service workers:

Workers and young reople from every tendency, members of the trade unions of the C.G.T.,
of C.G.T. = Force Ouvriere, of C.¥F.D.7., of F.E.N. y of ULN.E.®, and non-unionists, be-
lieve it to be their duty to to address the leading committees of the workers' organis-
ations which are responsible for defending the interests of the working class and the
youth, to demand that they bring about unity and that they raise all the obstacles
which have piled up on the road to unity.

It is clear that the tactic of isolated Sectional strikes, of half—cock demonstrations,
of petititons that lead to nothing ends only in set-backs.

The workers QO not understand why the leading committees of their trade union centres,
when faced with the attacks from the employers and the government which concern everv-
one, refuse to prepare the generalised response of all the workers.

But_one thing is certgin. “hen the government mobilises the CRS of the whole of France
2gainst our comrades in Rhodiacets (Lyon) or at Caen, only one reply is effective: the

same day throughout France the trade union centres must call on all the workers and the
youth out on demonstrations.

In Paris in front of the seat of government.

In the provinces in front of t ffi
of the prefects. £ he offices

Otheryise what will happen is what happened at Caen. The workers of Caen were isol-
ated in the face of the general mobilisation of the CRS, they were hammered, and some

weri imprisoned. In spite of the unanimous desire to fight, the action led to g set-
back,

Throughout the country, the workers and the youth know that,

In order to ensure the Teal defence of the interests of the workers and the youth
4 ’
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THE CALL POR THE CENTRAL DEMONSTRATION IN PARIS OF 3,500 YOUNG PEOPLE

Caen has been placed under martial law. Thousands of CRS, brought in from =211

over France, have batonned, beaten and imprisoned the workers who were Tighting for
their just demands.

At Caen on January 26 the young workers were in the forefront of the workers'
demonstration.

it Caen; on Janusry 19, the students demonstrated agninst the Minister for Big
CapitalJ Peyrefitte, who had declared:
|

"There are too many students in the universities"

At Caen, some weeks earlier, the young peasants, the svear-head of the Jjust demands of the
peasants, demonstrated in front of the office of the Prefect.

BUT SOMETHING HAPPENED AT CAEN

For the first time -for many long years, the young workers in the spear-head of the class
fight persuaded the workers to organise!

On June 24, in Paris, 1,000 young people, brought together at the Mutualite in response to
the call of Rgvolygg, belonging to different unions and different youth organisations, de-

cided unanimously to struggle for their unions and their organisations to prepare together
POR A DEMONSTRATION OF SEVERAL HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF YOUTH IN PARIS
The Central Demonstration in Paris

Centralised demonstrations in front of the offices of the
Prefects remain today, as yesterday, the aim to reach to
force the employers and the state to retreat.

Today organising means, in districts, factories, build-
ing sites, offices, schools and the University, to form

COMMITTEES TO PREPARE FOR THE GATHERING OF 3,500 YOUTH AT THE MUTUALITE

Today organising means calling meetings of youth at all
levels to impose the united struggle:

After the demonstration of the students in PARIS, CAEN,
LE MANS, QUIMPER and MULHOUSE bear witness to the will

to struggle of the working-class, peasant and student
youth.

The young militants will raise themselves to the level
of the responsibilities which are theirs.

3,500 youth at the Mutualite, representing the youth
who have come from all over France, will come to de-
clare that they are willing to fight and to organise.

The youth will not aécept unemployment, down-grading
and destruction without resisting.

The youth want to live. They will fight, because
they know that they have to fight to live.

LONG LIVE THE UNITED STRUGGLE OF THE YOUTH!
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THERE MUST BE 4 CHANGE OF DIRECTION. UNITY MUST BE REALISED. JE MUST PREPARE CARE-
FULLY IN DEMOCRATIC IMZETINGS IN WORK-PLACES, PROWESSIONS, COV:RING DIFFRRENT UNIONS
AND DIFFERUNT PROFESSIONS, ON THE LEVEL OF DEPARTMENTS AND CF TiI% HATION, THE GENERAL=~
ISED RESPONSES JIiTCH ARE NEEDED.

In this way revolutionary activity and policy were presented as® factor in the development
of the situation, in this period which was that of preparation for one of the most import-
ant struggles in which the Prench working class has ever been engaged.

This was true from more than one viewpoint. The effective, centralised activity of the
organised vanguard formulated the aspirations of the most advanced fraction of the class

in slogans and organisational sclutions at each stage. This intervention enabled these
solutions to be populsrised by thousands of militants of every organisation - and especi-
ally by militants of the C.G.T. and the French Communist Party - who found in them the an-
swer to their needs and to their will to organise the resistance of the workers and in this
way helped the movement to ripen politically.

But the reality of the intervention of the revolutionary vanguard in this period may also
be gauged from the violence with which the Stalinism bureaucracy a  acked it. It tried

by every means to isolate the revolutionary vanguard from that important layer of militamtis
which it controlled but which was questioning it about its policies.

There was first of all the attempt to isolate the vanguard by means of terror. In Avignon
on November 15, 1967, a commando organised by the Stalinist apparatus tried to disrupt a
meeting organised by the 0.C.I. and Revoltes to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the
October Revolution. They failed. The same operation was repeated in Lyon on November

26 likewise on the occasion of a meeting organised by the 0.C.I. to commemorate Cctober
1917. There too they failed. On December 11, 1967, at Montrouge, it was a group of full-
timers and leaders of the French Communist Party who attacked a local meeting of young
revolutionaries with truncheons and boards with nails sticking out. Several young milit-
ants were hurt, two seriously.

But the campaign of physical violence turned back against its authors. They remained isol-
ated even from the militants of the Communist Party. The activity in relation to workers'

democracy which the revolutionaries were then carrying on turned a wide layer of worker
militants against the "terrorists".

The Stalinist offensive then continued by employing slander - against the Trotskyist
militants in Social Security, in Clermont-Ferrand and in Nantes, or by organising a "witch-
hunt" in the unims, as in Paris Transport and by employing their "ideological® arms. The

Central Committee of the French Communist Party met on January 17 and 18, 1968. Its agenda
included "the ideological battle and propaganda among the masses". The discussion was
opened by Roland Leroy, who attacked the "left-ists" and stressed that "the most serious
thing" was "that left-ist ideas were being spread under diverse forms®, In other words,
"the most serious thing" was that the solutions advanced by revolutionary militants were

not presented as "generalities™ but as precise answers to the most urgent pre-occupations

of the members of the Communist Party itself.

We can then understand why in issue after issue, "L'Humanite" attacked the little groups
which had no importance or influence, why the distribution and "assimilation of the lessons"
of the brochure of Waldeck Rochet "What is a revolutionary in the France of today?" were re-
garded as urgent and why, finally, Laurent Salini was obliged, in "L'Humanite" for March

20, to reply to the call issued by Revoltes, falsifying it, to be sure.

The sensitivity of the counter-revolutionary apparatus of Stalinism to every threat of see-
ing its control over important sections of the youth and of the workers being weakened was
considerable. The attack which it mounted against the revolutionsry militants bears witness
to the effectiveness of what they were doing, while tensions were rising within the working
elass.

THE INEVITABLE STRUGGLE

This introduction has to confine itself to the main outlines of the evolution of the situ-
ation. There is not the slightest intention of giving the impression that that the general
strike which unfolded in May 1968 was mechanically determined by what preceded it, that this
large, tumultuous movement of the entire class, which found its point of departure in the
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determined struggle of the students was, as such, able to be foreseen.

Marxists are not prophets. Neither the moment, nor the form of the confrontation
which the working class and the youth raised against the state awd the bourgeoisie, could
be foreseen. But'the analysis of the situation and its development in class terms made
it possible to state that the confrontation was inevitable. This is not reasoning after
the event; the October issue of "Informations Ouvrieres" carried the head-line, "The Inev-—
itable Struggle". |

Ye have to insist in this point, because it is possible to understand May - June 1968 only
with clear ideas. To the myth about a passive working cl=ss suddenly awakened from its
torpor by the miraiulous explosition of a "student revolt", it is necessary to counterpose
the reality of a slow maturation within the very heart of the masses driven to struggzle by
the offensive of capital mnd its state, the reality of a whole process of struggles - of
which the struggles mounted by the students form part.

To the "explanations" according to which the movement of millions of people could have heen
started by "minority agitations" - or, if-you prefer, according to taste, an "international
plot" or "left-ist provocations" - the reality opposes itself of a difficult rise, through
partial struggles, set-backs, retreats, in the workers' consciousness, expressed and nur-
tured by the political activity of an organised vanguard, armed with the programme of the
socinlist revolution, with the method of liarxism, which intervened politically at each
stage of the struzgle.
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THE RESISTANCE OF 7z STUDENTS DRAYS T WHOLE CL
INTO MOBILISING

ASS

nm ] ;
These fake revolutionaries mist bhe energetically
un-masked, because objectively they serve the in-

terests of the Gaullist regime and of the great
capitalist monopolies... S

?he theses and the activity of these revolut-

lonaries are laughable. A1l the more because

generally there are the sons of big bourgeois,

who despise the students of working-class orig- i
in, and who will guickly dim their-'revolution—

-ary flame' to go mznage their Daddy's business. "

Georges Marchais, member of the Politieal
Bureau of the Prench Communist Party, in
"L'Humanite", May 3, 1968,

"The working class constantly suffers immessure-
gbly greater injuries and insults from the law-
lessness of the police with which the students
have now come into such sharp conflict. The
working class has already begun the strusgle

for its emancipation. It must remember that
this great struggie imposes great obligations
upon it, that it cannot emancipate itself with-
out emancipating the whole people from despot-
ism... The worker who can look on indifferent-
ly while the government sends troops against the
student youth is unworthy of the name of
socialist."

Lenin, from "The Drafting of 183 Students
into the Army", in Collected Works, Vol. 4,
p. 418, published in "Iskra", No. 2, in
February 1901

SET OUR COMRADES FREE!

On Friday, May 3 at about 4 o'clock in the afternoon, a large force of police (some wear-
ing crash helmets and some mobile guards) encircled the Sorbonne. In the interior of the
old university, about 400 student militants, members of the U.N.E.F. and of various polit-
ical organisations, Federation of Revolutionary Students, Hevolutionary Communist Youth =nd
Movement of March 22 - all orgsnisations which were banned by the decree of June 12, 1968,
were holding a protest meeting. It was against the closing of the faculty at Nanterre and
the damgers thre~tening seven of their comrades who had been summoned before the University
Council. They intended to defend the Sorbonne against an attack by the fascist group
OCCIDENT, which had declared that it would cleanse the latin Quarter of the "Bolshevik
vermin".

At the written request of the Hector, whose name was Roche, the police made their way into
the Sorbonne complex. The students wore surrounded and in smaller numbers, so that they
could not resist. In this way the police arrested the majority of the union and political
leaders of the student movement. By about seven o'clock, therefore, everything seemed to
be over. In fact, everything was just beginning.

Some students had gathered outside and had witnessed the arrest of their comrades. Sudden-

ly, as a police van passed, some nameless student shouted, "SET OUR COMRADES FREE!"™ The
cry was taken up and the young people gathered shouting the slogan, "SET OUR COMRADES FREZ!"
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fhe police called up re-inforcements ang
in bresking the demonstration, It
vhrase, "order was restored",

v
_ ‘here were soon more than two
young worlers and bassers-hy joined in At

d came

. became_more and more violent. They had difficulty
788 not until 10.30 that evening that, in the classic

There were hundreds of wounded and ne

arly 600 ar T ;
announced that teaching was Suspended d -y PR ESTED Y bhe VR oF Barg

at the Sorbonne. )
Spontan?ously, the students replied to police provok
cal%ed into question the plans of the government
against the students. ;

ation hy demonstrating. - Thereby they
and checized the development of repression

But the spontanepus combattivity which revealed itself on the evenine of May 3 did not co
from nowﬁere. Ve must explain the struggles and the activity whichbproduc;d it In orgz
to'explaln the fact that this demonstration, improvised in anger, led to g generél mobilis—r
ation of students against police Tepression and governmental policy, we must look baclk at
the range and the content of the struggles which preceded it, and to show the place of those

e § . e . . » .
fgles in the genersl development of the political and social situstion in France.

Ehere 18 one essential fact to start with: when the students in Paris hurled themselves on

the forces of order" on May 3, they had been preceded on this road in many other capital
cities: at Tokyo, at Prague, at Warsaw, at Berlin, the students had been the starting-
point of struggles of the highest politiecal significsance.

THE RARCE OF THE INTERNATIONAL STRUGGLES
OF THE STUDENTS

On April 11 at Berlin an attack +ook place on the life of Rudi Duschke, one of the leaders
of the S.D.S. (the socialist students' organisation of Germany, independent of the social-
democratic 1eqéership). The protest demonstrstions which t 2n took place were not slow in
showing that they were more than a "simple reaction". fne followed another over several
days, gaining in intensity, and in every important city: Berlin, Bremen, Frankfurt, Munich,
Essen and Cologne... The conflicts with the police were violent and young workers, apprent-
ices and school students joined in. There can be no dispute that these demonstrations
formed, because they were militant gatherings of students, a stage in the mobilisation of
the German youth against the regime which caused the attack on Rudi Duschke's life and which
- with the approval of the German Socisl-Democracy - brought in the anti-working class pro-
visions of the state of emergency.

In November 1967 in Czechoslovakia, it was the students whose activity touched off the
~crisis which forced the bureaucracy to jettison Novotny and to make important political
concessions to the masses, which were to lead to a process preparatory to political revel-
ution, which the Kremlin was to interrupt by its counter-revolutionary sggression.

In March 1968 it was the students in Poland - joined by many workers in spite of the desper-
ate campaign of slanders organised against them - who went into battle against the arbitrary
rule of the police, against the "re-gstalinisation" of Poland, az=irst anti-semitism and for

workers' democracy.
These are only a few examples. We could go on to mention the struggle of the students in

Italy, the activity of the "Zengakuren" in Japan fighting effectively against thg imperi-
alist war in Vietnam, the heroic struggles of the students in Spain and in Algeria.

The significance of the radicalisation and of the revolutionary character of the activity
of the masses of students around the world cannot be under—estimated. It is not that
students form a "layer apart", which can settle its own problems alone and in that way "set
an example" to the working class. This illusion developed freguently in the petty bourge-
ois tops of the student movement; the reactionary policy of the bureaucratic apparatuses
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fostered it, and it doomed the s*tudents'’ struggle to ending in blind alleys and adventures.

The politicsl pressure which throuchout the world brought the students into violent oppos-
ition to every reactionary force is the expression of the rising tensions which are tearing
society apart, in one layer, the particular situation of which makes it particularly sensit-
ive. It is a harbinger of great class confrontations.

Moreover, it is one moment in the mobilisation, in the entry into struggle of =11 the work-
ing-class youth, of those young generations who are educating themselves for struggle in
the conditions of the crisis of imperirlism and of the bureaucracy. In this sense, they
are a component| of the general strugsle of the working class.

The struggle oféthe French students takes its place in this international moverment; the ex-
periences of this international struggle were to be present in their struggle.

THE STRUGGLE FOR THE RIGHT TO STUDY
FOR THE RIGHT TO LIVE :

The government decided to strike at the beginning of lay in order to cut short a militant
movement arising in the student sector. The students had given evidence of their will to
struggle in their refusal to accept the Fouchet Plan.

The regime fully revealed its aims in the matter of education in the Fouchet Reform as its
adaptation to the needs of French capitalism for skilled manpower. In other words, t?
quote the formula of Capelle, Rector of the University, "To make the University a profit-
able enterprise", which, as the high dignitary went on to say, means "cutting out two-thirds
waste", that is, more than 300,000 students.

The explicit aim of the reform is, therefore, a massive elmination of students from the Uni-
versity. For ¢ ~italism, there are too many workers in the factories, there are too many
peasants on the land and there are also too many students in the faculties.

The general line of technical development, the complexity and the growing diversification

of the economy which in highly industrialised ecountries tend to result in a growing part

of the working class being drawn into intellectual tasks - and therefore pre-supposes that

a larger layer of highly qualified workers will be formed. Let us say in passing that,
having said this, it does not diminish "the "importance of the working class", as a number
of idiots would have us believe, but tends to make it more homogeneous, becsuse those cate—
gories of workers who in the past could have developed illusions about their "social posit-
ion" are today placed in conditions of exploitation and of work more and more identical with
those experienced by the working class in general. At the same time the needs of capital-
ism oblige it to develop "the reserve army" of the urnemployed and to organise technical

changes which make certain skills valueless - especially hitting at the most highly—quali-
fied of the wage-earners.

In this way, higher studies become more and more indispensable fcr the acquisition of a
"skilled trade", there can only be more and more students and, inevitably, at the same time,
the outlets offered to the growing mass of students are more and more reduced.

This is the contradiction which dominated the student sector. Not only are students as a

layer particularly sensitive to the tensions which form in bourgeois society and, as Trotsky
wrote:

"The petty bourgeois youth, feeling that an explosive force is accumilating among the

masses, tends to find in its own way the way out of this blind alley and to push politica]
development further forward".

Not only because they are young do they wart to affirm their right to live and not to exist
in serving capitalist society, but still more because this will "to push political development
f?rward“ finds a point of practical support in the fact that the student body as a whole is

They reject this; they want to study. It is their struggle for the right to study and their
resistance to this one aspect of the anti-working class offensive of the bourgeocisie, that
the activity of the students comes to co-incide with that of the whole working class.

In order to mobilise their resistance, the students had at their disposal an instrument, a
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union, the National Union of the Students of France (U.N.E.%.)
TS PLACE OF THE U.Y.E.P, IN THE WORKERS' MOVEMENT

The student movement had been able to free itself from "corporatism" in the conditions created
at the end of %orld far 2 by the upturn of the working class and the positions which it had
won at that time. it had been able to define its role as the trade union of the young

intellectual workers, whose specific demands wore hound up with the problems of the workers'
movement z2s a whole.

Thanks to this fact, the U.N.E.F. - despite the weaknesses of its lerdership - was able, :s
the relevant trade union, to play a positive role on several occasions for the working class
and the youth in general. In particular it is to the U.N.E.F. that is owed the first mass
demonstration against the war in Algeris to be organised after De Gaulle came to power, the
demonstration of f‘ctober 27, 1960, with which the trade union of metal-workers associated
with the C.G.T. was involved.

To destroy the U.N.E.™. moreover had always since then been one of the aims of the regime.
Direct attack (support of organisations ovpposed to the U.N.E.¥., finnncial pressures, etc)
was accompanied by nttempts to disorganise it, facilitated by deficiencies of its leader-
ship, which for some years had been tied to the P.S5.7. ITts leadership refused to pose the
question of student demands in relation to the general struggle of the worldng class — which
would have brought it into opposition to the controlling apparatuses of the workers' move-
ment - and took refuge in the fiction that student problems could be resolved within the
framework of the University alone. Foreover, at the moment when the students were experi-
encirg the fate which the bourgeoisie and their state were reserving for them, their trade

union organisation was unable to put any life into their struszle and was on the contrary
threatened with collapse.

THE DEFENCE OF THE U.N.E.F. AND THE ROLE Q7
THE REVCOLUTIONARY STUDENTS

A political vanguard which, since 1961, had been organised in the Liaison Committee of Revol-
utionary students (C.L.Z.R.), set itself the primary task of defending the U.N.E.F. Defend-
ing the U.N.E.™. meant first of all ensuring the means of struggle.

The revolutionary students pointed out the road at the Congress held in Lyon in July 1G67;
that of the unity of the struggles of students and those undertsken by the youth and the work-
ers as = whole, the road of the United Front. They were able to get accepted the slogan of

a students' central demonstration in Paris in front of the Ministry of National Education and
in the provinces in front of the offices of the Prefects, at the same time as a resolution

on defence of Social Security and of the Students' Mutual Assurance Scheme, by a demonstrat-

Enl

ion organised by the T.N.E.F. and the workers' trade union centres.

The series of demonstrations which marked the visits of Peyrefitte toc 211 the university
cities, the deronstration in Paris on November 9, of 5,700 students, prepared for this per-
spective to be realised and mobilised the students. At Caen, Nantes, Montpelier, Nanterre,
Nancy, the students had to confront the forces of repression. TFinally the U.N.E.F. and the
Federation of University Residents (W.R.U.F.) decided to hold a demonstration on lMarch 14

in front of th~ ¥inistry.

But in fact the National Bureau of the U.N.E.F. refused to prepare it; on March 13 no one
mew where it was to start. In the end, 5,000 students gather at the Wine Market and march-
ed on the Ministry. But the conditions in which the demonstration had been prepared forces
the demonstrators to yield the street to the heavy police forces which barred their route.

This dereliction of duty by the National Bureau was to be the occasion for a preventive oper-
ation mounted b+ the hourgeoisie with the complicity of the leadership of the French Commun-
ist Party, aimed primarily at the revolutionary students but which definitively also threat-
ened the U.N.E.F.

A PREVENTIVE OPERATION

Cn March 17 there was a meeting of the General Assembly of U.N.E.F. The C.L.E.R. called on
students to attend in the largest possible numbers to demand an accounting from the Bureau.
The latter made a deal with the Stalinists: the Assembly was to meet in the twon hall at
Colombes, a Communist municipality, under the protection of a body of stewards provided by
the centre of the Communist Party. Contrary to the ususl practice, the meeting was held in
private. Regularly mandated delegates, supporters of the C.L.E.R., opposed this decision
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but resmected it from the moment when it was adopted. At no moment Aid the militants of
the C.L.E.R. attempt to force their way in. The militants of the C.L.E.X., who were many
and dizciplined, effectively stayed outside the meeting hall. Their presence was the sole
quaruntee that| freedom of sneech would be respected inside, where the Stalinist elements
were mounting more and more vrovocations when they saw that the strong-arm men of the appar-

atus could notLdominate the scene.

The Stalinist payor of Colombes then swmmoned a detachment of police tn clear the surround-
ings of the toyn hall; Seeing the situation created by the intervention of tie police, the
general associations of students from Besancon and from Clermont-iferrand, of the higher
students and téchnicians, from Nanterre and from groups of literature students in the Sor-
bonne, left the meeting.

After this episode, the press let rip. Moreover - a fact which is not without its ironic
flavour when you know what actually happened later on - it wns the lendership of U.N.E.T.
which gave the signal, by a declaration adopted by trose who continued the meeting under the
double protection of the Stalinist apparatus and tlie "forces of order”.

"Le NMonde" (March 20)

U.N.E.F.: THE LIAISON COMMITTEE O REVALUTIONARY STUDENTS
AN ACT OF TERRORISM

"Numerous incidents have been happening lately in Paris, notsbly at U.N.E.F. and the
Students' Mutual Assurance, provoked by the students of C.L.E.R.: offices have been
broken into, student meetings systematically sebotaged, physical pressure vut on the
leaders to ohbtain changes in agreed documents or in the composition of electoral lists,
and blows exchange... Last Thursday, the militants of C.L.E.R. demanded, at the
general meeting of the Paris section of the Mutual Assurance that the delegates of the
Mational Federation of Students of France, who normally are present, should leave the
meeting; they then demanded that the elections to be held for the lesding hodies be can-
celled because they had not been able to get a decision to suit them.

At the general meeting of U.N.E.F., held on Sunday 2t Colombes, the militants of C.L.E.R.
who were present in force, left the haell, » large body of stewards having been previded
by the Communist Party.

The C.L.E.R. is close to the Lambert group, which came out of a split in the Trotskyist
Fourth International, and to militants of 'Ecole Emancipee' within the Federation of
Ngtional Education. Its slogans are concerned with strugzle against all bureaucracies
and with organising street demonstrations with workers. It participates in editing
the periodical 'Revoltes'".

N

"Combat" (March 20)
"THE FARCE AT COLOMBES": by J.-Jacques Guillet

"In order to escape frcm the Trotskyists of the Liaison Committee of Revolutionary Stud-
ents (b@longing to the 'kevoltes' group), who wanted tc take over the leadership of
UN.E.F,, the Bureau of U.N.E.F. decided to go into exile.

Ye no longer witness general meetings of U.N.E.F., but farces. Farces that would make
one laugh if they did not conce=l the deen interests of students. No one talked ahout
that: there was not time. Horeover, was it not completely fcrgotten, like also the
guestion whether the U.N.E.®. is really representative? Only 170 mandates in all were
recognised as valid, while the politically uncommitted Paris associations by themselves
would have had 300 if they h~d not been arbitrarilv suspended. It is time that the
students put an end to this masguerade and were informed about how their representat-
ives treat them."

"L'Humanite" (March 19)

"The Trotskyists of the Liaison Committee of Revolutionary Students, who have recently
carried out a number of physical attacks on democratic students' organisations, wanted
to prevent the meeting of this General Assembly of U.N.E.¥, They got together some

dozens of their 'shock troops' in the front of the meeting place, but the militants of
U.N.E.¥., mobilised to defend their union, kept them at a distence and the proceedings
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went ahead normally. Moreover a resolution wes carried unanirmously by the General
) o

Assembly, denouncing publicly the activities and methods o1 fhe C.L.s.Z. against the
student movemant and the werkers' trade unions.”

THZ CONDITIONS FOR REPRESSION

The bourgenisie made no mistake about the imnortance of the strugeles of the students. Nor
was it mistsken ahout the importance of the resroupment of a political vanguardé among the
students, any more than the Stalinists wrre.

The joint campaign of the "quality press" and "L'Humanite" created the conditons for repress-
ion. "Wiolent", "irresponsible" students were consigned to the public vengeance. The
Stalinist apparatus threw all its weight into isolating them from the genersl body of work-
ers amd by denouncing them as "left-ists" i# rot only endorsed but directly called for re-
pression of the most advanced elements of the movement.

The conditions for repression were created in this way. Fascist groups were tc be ahtle to
vrovoke and the state to strike.

The general reaction of the bourgeoisie, with the support of the Stalinist apparatus, is to
be explained by the combattivity of the students. It hed to be expressed politically in an
orsanised way, and its linkages ensured with the struggles of every layer of the working
class and of the ycuth.

To meet the needs of the activity, the Federation of Revolutionary Students was founded in
Paris on April 27 and 28, 1968: it was banned on June 12. The formation conference brought

together 200 delegates representing about 1,000 students (Besides Paris, where every faculty
was represented, the delegates came from eighteen university cities).

The F.E.R. did not rise up as the result of a mere "proclamation", but as the outcome of the
struggles in which the revolutionary militants intervened: it brought together the past activ-

ity of the C.L.E.R. with that of the militants who had come together in the committees to
struggle =sgainst the Fouchet Plan.

As a political organisation, the F.E.R. could not possibly formulate its purposes in terms of
"purely" student needs. It was the organised expression, in the student milieu, of the activ-
ity carried out for constructing a revolutionary youth organisstion, bringing together the
young manual and intellectual workers in the struggle for socialism.

But, to be precise, it could not play this role without struggling on its own territory, that
of the resistance of the students, who rejected being destroyed, defended their right to

study and to acquire skills and, in this struggle, joind the general body of working-class
youth: F.E.R. defended the students' trade union organisation, the U.N.E.F. They did not
do so in order to transform it into a Federation of Revolutionary Students, as a Figaro journ-
alist, Papillon, mendaciously claimed - but as the mass organisation able to bring the stud-
ents together in struggle. By fighting for the central youth demonstration, the F.E.R. open-
ed a political perspective, in fighting for the united front, for the student movement, which,
if it were left isolated, was doomed to frustration,, of the construction of a revolutionary
youth organisation.

This frustration was revealed in happenings like those at the Faculty at Nanterre.

It would be a complete illusion to think that the student movement could develop without con-
fusion, without politically retrograde tendencies appearing within in. As an oppressed layer
of the petty bourgeoisie, the student youth is very directly subject to the pressures of the
dominant class and of its ideology. It can emancipate itself only by the political struggle

which integrates it in the general struggle which the working class carries on for the social-
ist emancipation of society.

T nary policy of the apparatuses which controlled the wor'-ers' movement at
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: lth tfoqffe of fhe deyeLOPmVnF of the st?uggle, these tendencies were to play an important
ole, thanks to the policy of the leaderships of the working class and to the weakmess of the

va?guarﬁ. Eovever, we have to emphasise that the place which this "ecritical™ and "confront-

ational activity OCcuples was far from being decisive, ags has been claimed by the bourgeois

priss, which was concerned to high-light something which in the long run did not threaten its
rule.
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But, as nIormations Ouvrieregh exnlained con Hay 4, in the context of the explosive situatio:
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wnlck had arisen amnong the students, even that activity could not be tolerated:

"The elemental viclence of the young, if it directs itself towards 'structural reforms', i
certain to be condemned as violence by the bourgeois state. Tt the essentisl point, in
this case, is that the anger of thre youth is not concentrated sgainst the bourgecis state
Thug, the bourgeoisie has tolerated activities of the Critical University! type within
the Faculty at Hanterre, while it could contain them. But these activities are themselve:
tending to develop to the level of general problems of the state. This is why, after
they have tried to promote the greater possible confusion, the time for repression has
come, "

Un April 27, on the basis of a put-up job, (there had been attacks on American oremises in
Paris), Daneil Cohn-Bendit was arrested - and, moreover, almost immediately relessed. The
7.3.R. which had just been founded, immediately reacted. It widely distributed = leaflet:

"REPRESSION IS TRYING TO ENTRAP Y0U. .. Students, men and women, you are =211 concerned,”

In this leaflet, the F.@.R. called for struggle to defend democeratic %ibert%es, and propoged
to the T.H.] student political orgasnisations tha? a protgst TE?tlng bi cal%gd 1T@ec
lately as a first resvonse. 4t the same time it clearly dlf?erentlﬁtg§1ltself iiom ffelOfleI
ationbof Cnhn-Bendit. ‘il declared in this way that 1? was Ialuﬂfu% tg.g:etylgafor
vrinciple of revolutionary politics: against bourge01slr§pre581on, democratlghil.vrmign e
evory tendency in the workers' movement must be‘uncondltlopally ﬁefeﬁded;lg % ;sizg awn Do14;-
becomes no mors than a trap if each tendency fails to co;tliue tja struggle To W Do
ies. (This leaflet is renroduced in the annexe, Document No. 1).
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fg§ :glngs did not work out as they were expected. The respense of the students who had been
il;hulpg was a new factor. e have emphasised the Succession of struggles which had prepared
Tor this resvponse, the rolitical intervention which had nourished it. bIt exv;eséed a aee$ Fo;
ment, which was going tc get deeper and to grow in sige. . ) v

Un the evening of Hday 3, the U.M.E.F. sent out an order for a general strike in 211 the vni-
P . P &t P I 7 . . X 3 . ; L
versities. The S.W.E.Sup. (National Union of Higher Education) ssscciated itself with it.

“he piﬁty—bourﬁeoisuflemen?s of the Cohn-Bendit type had been shouting that the trade uvnions
zir? ou?dat?d « Liﬁe‘uﬂlons are brothels and the U.W.E.F. is a whore", had begn w?itten by
nen on the walls at Yanterre. Yet, as soon as the real struggle began, the U.K.E.F. recover
all its importance, despite the hesitations and the wealnesses of its leadership. Tts resvons
ible intervention, as a students' union organisation, made the struggle against repression the
business of the mass of students, and at the same time challenged the workers' organisations *¢
face their responsibilities. It was the means of mobilising the students st the same time as
it enabled a genuine strugzle for the united front to take place.
Jl:

from this real situation, the F.H.R. and "Revoltes" distributed widely on the morning

=
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of May 4 a leaflet addressed to workers snd the youth:

TTES ARE THE SAME AS YOURSM

"OUR LIE

(The leaflet is reproduced in the annexe, Document YNo. 3)

WHAT VAS AT STAKE

The Charter of Grenoble in 1946 declared: "There are no student problems, but student aspacte
of gener~l problems". Twenty-four hours of confrontation had been enough for the "general prC
blem" in guestion to be posed clearly. How Tar would the police state go today against the

students, against any or every cstegory of workers, alonzg the road of arbitrary rule and re-—
vression?

The answer: they would go ALL THE WAY, if the united working class did not show itself.
On the Ssturday, May 4, the state had its hands free. It decided to sharpen the repreﬁ%;on.
i These
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listened to, to prove it. The Universities might be closed, but the police cour S we ,
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Tev hastily called up the judges (veautiful samples of the independence of the magistracy).

Two batches of demonsitretors, caught in the act, were "dealt with". Two were given §uspended
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sentences and four were sentenced to two months in jail. That is what is called meking an e
ample. .
2 e 0 o 15 < 1
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3 i in ¥ d Yoreover, it was the only daily paper
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word on its front vnsge about what had happened on Friday nizht. On the contrary, on pag "

it firmly denounced the students.

Georges Bouvard wrote notably:
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How can we describe those who have provoked this situation by their irresnonsible activ-
ities, their violence 2and their insults... The students are in a position to check
there the Govermment ultirately finds its best allies'.

Bouvard, that wise adviser, went on:

"To be a revolutionary does not mean playing at insurrection, but werking to impose these
great changes which will enable the democratic University to be built."

Close by, on the s=me page, is a joint declaration by the Paris FPederation of the PCT and the
Union of Communist Stufents, and a declaration by the Communist municipality of Nanterre.
These are practicnlly identical. Both alike they say re-assuringly that "The left-ist lead-
ers are making governmental shortcomings their excuse and staking their attempt to block the
functioning of the faculties on the discontent of the students". It was the small groups
which had beseiged zand closed Xanterre and the Sorbonne' would you believe it? Rut the
policy of the XF was revealed here without make-up: if "shortcomings" were 2ll that matterec
then i% would be encuzh for them o be made good for all to be well.

However, the leaderships of the trade union orgenisations remained silent. The issue of
"Informations Nuvrieres” which appeared on May 6 stressed how much was at stake:

"fOvery militant, every worlcer should be aware of what is at stake today.

The Gaullist regime, which was formed on May 13, now st *he moment of its tenth annivers-
’

gi
ary 1is taking another step towards a police stote by its repression of the students.
Socisl Security is being dismantled and the decrees which have been issued up until now
represents only the beginning of the measures which are necessary to Trench capitalism.
In order to mnke these measures effective, they must atisck the workers' movement snd -k
back forcibly from %the worlers' the liberties which enable them to organise in order to
defend themselves.

This is what the repression against the students foreshadows. Tor the first time since
1940 a government has dared to repeat what Petain and the Gestapo did: to close the Sor-
bonne and to put police into it.

Breaking the traditional freedoms of the universities by savagely repressing the students
demonstrations, the state shows that it intends to impose the "order" necessary for ex—
-+

ploitation to proceed, and how it intends to treat every category of workers, if the
united resistance of the working cless does not prevent it.

The most elementary democratic liberties are in question. They lie who say that the
students are defending particular interests. Their fizht for the right to study is part
of the general fizht against poverty and decay. “then they fight police repression, they

are defending the liberties of all the worlkers.

Ve should organise joint resistance agsinst an attack directed at us 2ll, to defend demo-
cratic liberties, to oppose police repression, to unite workers and students, to unite
the U.'LE.F., the workers' unions and those of +the teachers.

Tor a central demonstration of workers, youth and students, to make %he government re-
treat.

MONDAY, FAY 6
CALLED OUT BY TEE U.N.E.F.
THE HUGE RESPONSE OF THE STUDENTS
TRANSFORMS THE SITUATION

In this situation a crushing responsibility weighed on the U.N.E.F. The state could con-
centrate the attack on it. The attitude of the leaders of the P.C.T7. and of the C.C. T,
tnou;h they did not convince the workers that the students were "~rovocateurs", made any im=-

ediate reaction by t"e majority of the working cless impossible, and spread confusion among
the militants.

“Then the U.N.E.F. had to join a battle on which much more than its own fate depended, it was

to all intents and purposes isolated. To be sure, the speed and the scope of the reaction
of the students on the Friday forced the leadership into the strugzle at the same tire as they
convinced their leaders that struggle was possible. Put, once the order to strike had gone

out, sever=sl dangers threstened to abort the resistance which was beginning to get organised.
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The lead rship of the U.N.Z.F. could use its isolation as a pretext for a platonic prote-t,
while it waited for its isolation to be broken, and could avoid really struggling against
the repression by rejecting practical defence of the right to demonstrate. But its isol-
stion could be broken only by struggle, by massive mobilisation of the students. To wait
would be to enable the government to strike still herder.

Or, accepting its isolation, the U.NL.E.T. could lead the students into a struggle which,
though perhaps hereoic, was without pnrspective, at a time when the situation demended that
+the T.N.E.7. declare the situation to be serious and call on the organisations of the work-
ers, the working people and the youth to struggle.

At this stage, the leadership of the U.N.E.F. faced its responsibilities. The immedisate,
determined resistance of the students, combined with the intervention of the militants of
the P.3.R., who agreed with the leaders of the U.N.E.F. on the forms of action to be under-
taken, exnlains this fact. It demonstrates the reality of an orientation based on the
United Front, and proves that there is nothing formal in defining the U.N.E.F. as a trade
union. It emphasises that its leaders did not constitute an "apparatus" in the sense in
which that term can be used about the reformist or Stalinist leaderships, that the U.N.E.F.
leadership could develop. It confirmed the correctness of the line which had been follow-

ed for years by the revolutionary students in opposition to all other currents.

The U.N.E.FP. appealed to the population to take part on a large scale in the demonstration
which it was organising for Vondav, May 6. At the same time it invited the unions of thre
workzers and teachers to organise in struggle with them. Moreover - and this is by no mean:
s detail - while the demonstration was initially meant for 9 o'clock in t e morning, which
would inevitably have confined it to students alone - it was called for half past six in the
evening at Denfert-Rochereau. -

The U.H.E.P. expressed itself in n leaflet vhich is reprcduced below. This was handed out
on a large scnle in work-places, perticularly by the militants of the ".E.R., suprorted by

=k

he workers' vanguard gathered round "Informations Ouvrieres'.

APPEAL T0 THE POPULATION

Police violence savagely repressed the students on the evening of May 3:
593 arrests ~nd hundreds of wounded. Like the workers at CALN and else-
where, passers-by were ferociously renressed.

In fact their strugzle is fundamentally the same. The workers reject the
society which exploits them and the students reject a university which aims
to make them the docile cadres of a system founded on exploitation, =and even
sometimes direct accorzlices in this exploitation.

The reactionary press tries to present the movement of the students as a re-
volt of vrivileged young people and tries to cut us off from our natural
allies. The bourreoisie in fact knows that it is by the side of the work-
ing people, and by their side alone, that the students can be victorious.

In oprosition to this wall of lies, the students have to nake mowm to the
people the purpose of their struggles.

The bourgeoisie are trying to isolate and to divide the movement: the re-
sponse must be immediate.

This is why:

The U.J.5Z.F. proposes to the unions of teachers and workers that the unity
process which has actually t=ken place during the demonstrations be con-
tinued. Jorkers, school students and students together responded spontan-

m

eously with the U.N.E.F. in the face of police eggression.

Dowm with police reprsssion
Dowm with the reactionary press
Nowm with the bourgeois university

GENERAL STRIYE ON MONDAY

and until 21l our comrades are set free. Tske part en masse in the demonstr=
ation in the Latin Quarter at 6.30 on Monday.

Students! Organise in your faculties in T.M.E.P. rank and file cormittees
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with the students in struggle against the police state was growing.

On May 4 the militants of the Paris region of the Organisation Communiste Internationaliste
and of the co-ordination committees for unity with the militants of "Revoltes" and of the
F.E.R. began to work for this solidarity to be expressed in a central demonstration, called
by the trade unions and the parties claiming to represent the class. It is not to adverti
them that we mention only these militants. After all, what counts first is the policy de-
fended and not the degree of "activity". Rut it is s fact that at this stage they were th
only people to be carrying on this fight. None of the groups or organisations which claim
to be for the socielist revolution were taking part in it at the time. They were to act
inside workplaces and trade unions with wide distributions of leaflets.

On the morning of May 6, it was militants of the P.I.R. who handed out the appeal of the
U.N.E.P. at the gates of the big factories in the Paris region, like llensult. The trade
union "leading figures" tried to start provocations, but ran into the refusal of the worker
to back them. None the less, the workers asked: Is action possible? There is the acti
leading that the students have started. The demonstrations of May 6 gave the answer, and
on the 7th the atmosphere began to change in the worlpplaces and the factories. It was pos:
ible to fight, and the fight which the students were putting up wes the fight of the workers:

Political discussions with the militant students began. It was not a question of two "wor:
meeting, that of the universities and of the factories. It was a guestion simply of findir
the means to unify the common struggle.

3y their resistance the students mobilised and unified s whole sector of the youth involved
in class struggle, the student sector. They set it into confrontation with the state.
Jithout any exagreration we can say that this strugsle - even if the weisht of the student
sector was, to be sure, less decisive by itself - had for the workers in general the same
significance as the strike of the miners. The miners won a breathing space for the whole
worxing class to get organised. In the situation in which the student strugsle unfolded, :
opened to road to action for the whole worldng class.

This is what, for example, is explained in the leaflet distributed =t Nantes on May T by the

militants of "Revoltes" and of "Informations Cuvrieres", within the framework of prevaring
the day of action agninst unemployment organised for May 8 by the unions throughout the
departments of the ‘ast of France. The leaflet reads:

The beating with truncheons of the students in the Latin Quarter means the intro-
duction of a police state.

DOWN WITH THE SPECIAL COURTS
AT CAEN AND IN PARIS
Departmental unions in Loire-Atlentique have called a 24 hour general strike
for May 8.

This day of actio should be the stage of preparing for a genersl strike of
workers, students and teachers.

Against the truncheon regime

Against low wages snd unemployment
The workers' organisations and the students' union must accept their respons-
ibilities.
The strike of the students can be successful only in unity with that of the
workers snd peasants.

JORKERS AND STUDENTS WILL DEMONSTRATE
May 8 at 3 pm
Place de la Duchesse Anné

Shoulder to shoulder, reply massively to the attack of the government and of
the employers.

llegotiate agreements now

Snd the Repression

Stop the Beatings

Immediately free the imprisoned students
Cancel the prison sentences

Not a single sacking
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"he occupation by the nolice of the Sorbonne focussed the authority of the bo¥rg901_ state.
This was one noint on which the government would not give way. The forces 0{ repression
cccupying the Latin Quarter would not let themselves be caught unprepared asain.
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Those who ressoned in purely "military" terms found themselves in confusionr At aﬁ1inger—
organisationsl meeting on May 7, the anarchists proposed a "mini—manifestatlon",'to oaf%le
thé renression. The Pro-Chinese elements in the Union of Communist Youth (quxzst—Lenln—
ists) demanded that ome should go "to the people", in the form of disper=zion in the sress
where workers lived. “owever, precisely what made possible Jjoining the sﬁudent?‘
strugzle with the working class was that, on its own territory, it really existed. Po
continue the strugrle meant to develop further the mobilisation of the students, who we-~
already beinz joined in incrensing nimhers by other young people, tc develop their crzrnis-
ation and the rise in their consciousness by 2 nolitical strugegle. This struggle would
imply demonstrations ang mass meetings. But it would not be reduced +o an automatic con-
frontation with the forces of repression, irrespective of the situntion and of the relat-
ions of forces.

“he U.N.E.P. was correct, on Tuesday, Way 7, to call another demonstration at Denfert—
sochereau, on the basis of the slogans which were the pre-condition for any negotintions:

i in end to all charges against students in administrative, Judicial or university
courts. Cases being heard to be dronped. "he imprisoned students to be liversted.

2. Police forces to be withdrawn from University premises and their neighbourhoods.
=

2. The closure of Mmiversity premises to be ended.

The 5.H.E.%up (for the university teachers), through the person of its gener=1 secretarr, T,
uvelsmar, ammounced that it was playing no part in this demonstration: "The grest majority
of teachers is not ready to demonstrate every day.

‘e do not want to have an escalas all
the time".

CI'E SINGLE FLAG, THE RED FLAG

£ formidable police concentration completely surrounded the Latin Quarter, The dermonstr_
ation which gathered at Denfert-Rochereau could not forece its way in. Put the sovernment
did not seek a clash. Por fear of tre reaction in the working cless, they allowed the
demonstration to gc ahread.

Correctly the demonstration turned itself into a long march.,

It went first +o Montparnasse
station and then to the Invalides.

It showed how strong it was, and &rev by the minute.

“oon there were sixty thousand deronstrators. There was a majority of youtil, but there
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Tie The "recovery" of the Scrbonne continued to be a political objective, and not merely a
Symbol, because the authority of the bourgzeois state depended on its being occupied. This
was precisely why it could not be liberated without the working class coming on the scene,
and not by the action of the students alone.

2. The way forward to that sction now lay open thanks to the struggle of the students.

g 13 by

3, There could be no guestion of leaving part of the students to get themselves massacred

uselessly. Nor could there be any question of letting the demonstration break up in
disorder. V

On the following day, May 9, the F.E.R. distributed a leaflet: "IE FIGHT GOES ON". In

agitational terms, this perfectly sums the problem up:
The National Buresu of the Federation of Revolutionary Students declores:
THE PIGHT GOES ON

The government fears that the students and the working class nay join hands.

z

Last Monday, the government savagely beat the students, but the students fought.

On Tuesday, the governmment could not »revert 50,000 workers and students from
holding the streets for six hours, but the government closed off the Latin
Cuarter.

Cn Wednesday evening, the students marched into the Latin Quarter. Struggle
nays off, but nothing has been won.

The U.7.E.P. annenled to the trade union confederations to organise a central
demonstration.

ORYERS AWD STUDENTS!
17T US FIGHT TOGLETHER

"he F.3.R. appeals to the workers to hold their meetings everywhere, to stop
work, to demonstrate snd to prepare the central demonstration of the students
and the worlkers, for a joint victory over the government.

™e U.M.3.7. must apveal to 2ll the workers and their orgr-nisations to
DEMONSTRATE ON SATURDAY, MAY 11
AT THREE PM
A7 DENFERT-ROCHEREAU

Tor: Liberation of the Imprisoned Students
Police Forces to be Withdrawm
The Faculties to be Re-Opened

Against: Discrimination

Take part in the MEITING of the ™.E.R.
on Friday, May 10 at 8.30 pm.
at the Mutualite

In this way the F.B.R. fought for the formation in the student milieu of an orgeonised polit
jcal leadership such as the struggle for linkage with the working class made necessary -
that is, realising the orkers' United Front - necessary for the strmgzle against the
bourgeois state. This is what earned for the F.E.R. the hatred of all +the adversaries of
Marxism, all the enemies of "organisation", that is, all who rejected or feared the revol-

utionary activity of the proletariat.
500,000 JORVERS T THEZ LATIN QUARTER

May 9 seemed to be an empty" day. ™iere were no great demonstrations and no spectacular
events. Yet it vss a day when the situation was coming together.

.G.T. - could no longer oppose frontally the demand for active solidarity which was heing
expressed in the worlking class and in particular from the militants. The everlasting de-
minciations of the "left-ists" continued in "L 'umanite", but got less and less space in it
It hesd-lined: "R COVERNMENT UNDER INDICTHMENT. "he =ditorial writer, Georges Rovard,

roved ridicule, assured that "teachers, workers' orgsnisations and democratic parties heve

v
he leaderships of the worlers' movement - and in particular those of the P.C.P. gnd the

<Y 3
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ment valid for everyone: find the forms of strugrle (). The critical niversity must

be a process of Permarent confrontation. It must have as its aim 2 genersl revolution-

ary organisation, because: 1. There can be no question of being towed behind the

trade union leacderships; 2. The working class is s class when it opnoses itself as such

to the emnloyers. In the absence of a revolutionary party, the true revolutionaries
are those who fight 4 The vanguard £Touns correspond to revolutionary curr—
ents on the world scale. Today they must respect each others' line =nd correct their

f=}
own while sticking to the mess movement.

The tasks:

1. Tight ageinst repression and the threat of penalties;

2. Yake progress in the field of theory (?);

B Yorm Committees of strusgle for nropazanda and explanation in the worrers!'
districts;

4. Organise in specific places, crerte an enicentre; Sorbonne, Hanterre, etc.;

B Carry on an extra-parlismentary nolicv; Torm student committess in Paris =nd

Hanterrs.
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back on the Latin Quarter whie! i
N “uarter which was still occupied by the Fforces of revressinn
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g8 ‘G OF THZ PEDERATION O REVOLUTIONARY STUDZNTS
This is +the - 1 i - e
Thi the co 1€ meeting whi
e ntext of the Zmeeting which had bheen called more then ten

B.2.  The approach of the W.Z.R. days before by the

Started from the nacosedfe - _vas completely the opposite of that of the J.0.R. It
o e o 1%.‘3 nacessity to construct, through intervention in the strgzle, a politieal
f4ersnip which expressed the genera? f + e f GBA Gon "

joxs ¢ general needs of the struggl gani i i

. = . ) &€ ~ruggie, organised it and centralised
Lz o8 For that pufpose, a "political line" was needed, and action was needed for it to "im
. 9 . - " e 3 B =
Dose }ts hegemony”, that is, to fight on a line by the methods of workers' democracy Thi
was the only way to prevent the novement from being broken up T
The T.E.R, re d 5 its in 4 is i

o .3 R .Lufusei to place itself in the wake of petty bourgeois illusions. It acted for
uilding, in the course of *he strugele, not 2 "student leadership"
tfg student milieu which could respond to the nsed for nolitical organisation of every revo
utionary struggle. It could not fail to concentrate on itself 511 +he hostility of +he
adversaries of Marxism.

s but an orzanisation in

i - - ;

The combattivity of the students, the strength of their rasponse, the
racle~lisation within the working class and the intervention of the vanguard plsced at the
head of the agenda problems which could not be solved by the struggle of the students alone

“he general battle had to be organised. The linkege of the students and the working cless
was not the setting-up of some sort of allisnce between two social forces, of which one -
the students - would he tre bheasrer of a "model! of revolutionary action, =ny more than they
"put themselves in the service" of "the neople", in subordinate functions. The 1iy e
arose chisctively f
functioning of con ist society: far from beings=evsrated from the zeneral struzsle of the
worrers, it wss a component of it. To express this reality political »nd to vprevsre the
only possible linkasge meant i the workers' united Tront, of which the students
2nd their orgsnisat Po right 2t the beginning - formed an indisvpensable
element.

rom the character of the strugzgle of the students: it was horn out of +h

It was by fighting on its own ground =nd dsmonstrating there that struggle paid off that
the students opened the road to struggle of the whole working class.

One result of the strugsle of the students was that the l-=aderships of the working class
were obliged to go dowm the road of a central demonstration. But the strugsle had slso
- ) ‘ M el q Tne +lasr 111 nnt+ ¥
raiged the political problems, which were posed ~t such a level tﬂAﬁLt-eJ coaﬁd*nob Oi-
settled b the activity of the students alone. The development of the movement could ve
=ttl by the activit 1 1 4 ot noverent; couls
nothine other then shifting it to the scale of +the whole werking class by realising the

United Front.
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of which the ®.2.R. held their meeting.
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activity.
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but thoussnds of students remained facing the police barricades.
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'On Friday, in the Place Denfert

X ~Roech .
a long discussion nereau, when the demonstration

4] 3 ‘/\ .
5 oo S w1t? the other organisers about what
. g uld no longer +thinl A4
have understood - %ut nzgi; Ehlnf o te?ms.ﬂf AN ordinary procession - t:e students woul
don't send - *1ne¢kgould we deliberately seel to confront théigolic; nbs i
L na pe vO0 52 slaughtered B 3 . e r » Decause you
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difficult.guﬂﬁeoiggczgp?iig the Palgls de Justice (Lay Courts), but that would have heen t
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F ;rrlvea ié &“e Boulevard St. lMichel, the students sat down on the ground and we discussed
what we cou 0 Then, when I ; 1o Rouleves e
3 then, wh went back up to the top of the B I
. K ur th i ne Boulevard, I saw that +
students were heginnine to wul % i S oy 8T ot
) rere heginning ) h ving 3 i
% mms motms = gb pull up the paving stones. Sauvrreot was there snd I asked him
%;m, ﬁ? aglno on. He told me: "They are occupying the Nuarter”. 3ut no one had given
e order barri Al — ‘ ! s to me .
: er to Put up1pﬁ.¢}ca?es. Guite simply, as soon as a few students began to make one,
eéeryo?ecreallsed that the best solution was to occupy the place peacefullvy."
niel hn—Rendit: " T . s o ” AN, T
anlel Cohn-Bendit: "Qur May 10 Commune™, in "Le Nouvel Observateur", 15 - 21 May, 1968)

L3
i the salT sieeecs ok pobtions ot oeeoem e i e S e
- T reound 1t ‘ind, at this moment, it snre
Very o?lckly through the demonstration that in a certain number of places theypeoplé W
beginning to raise defences between themselves and the C.R.S. - that is to say, to maﬁ
use ofrbranches of trees and cafe chairs. THE IDEA GF CONSTRUCTING BAKHICADE% SPRﬁAD
EVERYWHERE AND DEVELCPED REALLY LIKE A PCWDER-TRAIN, I DG NCT BELIEVE THAT PKEC&%EU
FRDERS WERE GIVEN, by one or other political organisation to construct barricadesﬂ-
when now people ask us what we thought about it, I say clearly that at the time it did
not annoy me, that there had never been anything offensive about a barricade and that,
no one did not take the offensive, it could in no case be dangerous, and that they cal
on the people - as I spent several hours doing, using a megaphone and circulating amon
the crowd - not to provoke incidents and not to throw things."
(Alain Geismar speaks, in "This is only a beginning", by P. Labro, pages 185 - 186)

"Cn May 10, when the demonstration had made its way back up the Boulevard St. Miche
it began to hesitate at the Place Edmond Rostand and to move about towards 8 or 8.30 p
Then people started pulling up the stones and saying, 'They are attacking the Sorbonne
I was there, a little disoriented, because I did not at all want the people to go hurl
themselves at the Sorbonne or that there would be a conflict. I met a friend who is
teacher in the top class at Louis-le-Grand, called Scherer. Cohn-Bendit was quite ne
to us. Scherer said to me: 'You absolutely must find something to say to them so tha
they will not go and do stupid things}, and he went over to Cohn-Bendit, who was Dy
him and said: 'Tell them not to go intc the whorehouse of a Sorbonne as long as our

chaps are not freed.'

Cohn~Bendit took his loud-hailer and said that, and thousands of people heard him:

'Disperse; don't stay in groups, form your groups for ‘discussion and action. By tens
twenties, fifties and hundreds, install yourselves everywhere. The Latin Y -arter be-
longs to us,. Go speak there, go discuss there.’ Then, if you like, in this extreme

dramatic moment, facing people who wanted to go over to the attack, the attack which w
It was to s t dow

a world of invective and of silence."

(Alain TOURAINE speaks, in "THIS IS ONLY A BEGINNING", by P. Labro, page 42) .,
This was the situation in which the F.E.R., at the end of its meeting, did not "forget
come to the barricades", as the pretensious Geismar dares to say, but came to the Lati
Quarter in a disciplined procession, with its banners in front, with its stewards in ¢
trol, shouting the slogan "500,000 workers to the Latin Quarter™. This was the situa
F.E.R. expressed the policy which it had defended since the struggle

ion in which the & : i :
began. One of its leaders called on the demonstrators to organise in order to impose
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A o ;iigzngziiazﬁon foZ.struggle, to prepare for the decisive stage of the movemen
ve conditions for a complete victor ’ ; ;

: 4 over the state The d

jon was swollen by several thousands of . : e oo
youth and workers; the proc i F.E.N

went down the Boulevard St. Mich ingi " i il e

. . Michel singing the "Internati " i

'500,000 workers at the Latin Quarter"! fonal and shouting £he Shoen

The incoherence of Cohn-3endit and of those who followed him led to a situation in whi
t?e government regained the jnitiative in the matter of repression. They decided ? ;
without doubt at the highest level - that there was a good opportunity to try to éreak
the movement by a final recourse to police terror. I1f they handed over the enci%cled

students to the wolf-pack of police who had long been held in check, they would also
strengthen the attachment of the police forces to the state.

So, at 2,15 in the morning, the order to attack was ziven, One by one the barricades
were forced by the use of grenades. Then towards dawn the man-hunt began, and the
atrocious scenes reported throught the press, the wounded being beaten and people bein
chesed into private dwellings.

Militants of every tendency defended the barricades against the police savagery with
heroic courage. But that courage is only an accusation of the political jrresponsibi
ity of those who issued the absurd notion of "peaceful barricades”. To be sure, thei
irresponsibility could have had no effect, but for the efforts of the Stalinist appara
ro isokate the students during the decisive days. First and foremost the blame for
the blood shed in the Latin Quarter is due to the Stalinist apparatus; if it had used
a1l.its influence to mobilise the working class against repression from liay 3 onwards;
the government would have had to give way well before May 13.

1f the lessons - the full lessons - of May - June 1968 are to be drawn, the policies
which the different currents defended must be clearly understood. lie see nothing to
add - or to withdraw = in what was written about the night of tlay 10 - 11 in the singl
5ssue of the organ of the F.E.R., "THE REVCLUTICNARY STUDENT™:

"Ouring the night of May 10 - 11, the students and the young workers showed how
high is the courage and their readiness to fight, while the Cohn-Bendits and the
other petty bourgeois showed, for their part, their political bankruptcy.”

None the less, the calculations of the government were to be frustrated. Terror was

no longer enough, not because the bloody events of the night suddenly awoke the mass o
rhe workers, but on the contrary because the working class had already begun to move.

Indignation at the barbarity of the repression and the protests of the highest persons
in the University were to speed up a process which became jrresistible.

Georges Seguy, the general secretary of the C.G.T., declared:

"The C.G.T. is following with the closest attention and deep concern the grave even

in the Latin QuarteéTe... The C.G.T. protests vehemently and jindignantly against

the attitude of the government: if the government really wants CO prevent the sit?
ation from getting WOTSe, it must at once withdraw its police forces from the Lati
Juarter, declare an amnesty for all the demonstrators who have been sentenced and
take under consideration the legitimate demands of the students and of the univers
ity circles, which correspond in many points Lo those of the workers."

The C.G.T. summoned the workers to protest in unity and with the vigour which the situ
ation required against the attitude of the powers, and to prepare & powerful popular
response; as decided by the trade union organisations of workers, students and teacher
For this purpose, it propesed to hold an urgent meeting.

CGpn the Saturday morning, the representatives of the C.G.T., the F.E:N.y the CuF.D.Ts
and the U.N.E.,F. met and decided on a 24 - hour general strike for londay, May 13,

Ac a resolution dated llay 12 of the Political Bureau of the P.C.F. was to declare -
rather late = "aN 1}MEDIATE PRCBLEM 15 PCGSED",

The resistance of the students opened the way to class action and led to the whole cla
being mobilised. In oppesition to repression, the workers were not only to force the
state to retreat; their activity was to call into question the Vvery foundations of

capitalist rule,



